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FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE.GOVERNOR
OF PUERTO RICO

THE HoNORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
Washington 25, D. C.

Sir:
" Pursuant to law, I have the honor to submit the following report
as Governor of Puerte Rico, for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1947.

" _INTRODUCTION

On September 3, 1946 Mr. Jesfis T. Pifiero, former Resident
Commissioner for Puerto Rico in Washington, was inaugurated as
Governor of Puerto Rico. Governor Pifiero, who sueceeeds Governor
Rexford Guy Tugwell, is the first Puerto Riean to receive such
presidential appointment and the people of Puerto Rieo gathered in
an unprecedented parade to celebrate this reeognition of their ability
to manage their own affairs. On August 5, 1947 Public Law Ne.
362 was approved, introduecing reforms to the Organic Aet by
providing for a larger measure of self-government, including the
election, by the people, of their Governor at the next general eleetion
in November 1948 and thereafter.

During the fisecal year 1946-47 emphasis has been given to the
encouragement of private enterprise, through intensive research on
raw materials and market possibilities, expansion of the Aid-to
Industrial-Development Program of the Puerto Rico Industrial De-
velopment Company, and legislative action granting eertain privileges
to prospective investors. Aect No. 346 of May 12, 1947 grants new
industries eomplete tax exemption for a seven-year pericd and
partial exemption for the subsequent three years. Fourteen pri-
vately-owned plants have been or are being established under said
program. Production in the cement and shoe factories inereased.
The lag in rum exports had an adverse effect on the operation of the
glass and paper plants. Test runs at the elay products factory were
started near the close of the fiscal period. Machirery and equipment
for the textile mill is being received. Plans for the wallboard plant
are well under way. An agreement has been entered into with the
Hilton Hotels Corporation of Chicago, whereby the Development
Company will construet a 300-room hotel at an estimated cnst of
$4,000,000 to be leased to said corporation for a term of twenty-vears.
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OF THE QOVEENOR OF PUERTO RICO 3

compared with the previous year’s collections, five items of the revenue
schedule—U. 8. Internal Revenues, Customs, Alecholic Beverages and
Narcotics, Victory Tax and Inheritance Tax—showed decreases ag-
gregating $16,500,000, while four items—General Excise Taxes, In-
come Tax, Miscellaneous revenues and Property Taxes—showed in-
creases aggregating $10,400,000, thus leaving a net decrease in col-
lections amounting to $6,100,000. Actnal collections of revenues
amounted to $76,050,461.44 and exceeded the Treasurer’s revised
revenue estimate of $74,450,000 by the sum of $1,600,000. .

The following table shows in comparative form the revenues cov-
ered into the general fund during the last two fiseal periods:

Ttems 194647 194546 Changs Per Cent

Property TaX....coovviiiriiurnnnin.n $606, 655. 15 $437, 707.60 -}-162, 347. 55 37.09

1260Mm8 TBX. v.nvvnos s 21,619,939.68 | 18, 744, 873.78 | -2 875, 065.90 15.34

Inheritance TaX.o i 397.545. 72 £04,207. 78 —296, 762, 06 42.74

Omﬁmﬂm. Excise Taves........._......... 21,560, 52383 17,611, 573. 94 | -}4, 548, 848,69 2.74

- Alecholic Bevernges and Nareotics...... 7,326, 640. 85 7, 748, 600. 42 —421, 960. 37 5.45
U, 8. Internal Revenues

{General Fuad Proportion) 18,231,822, 91 | 33, 216,617, 54 [—14, 884,954, 63 T45.11

V. 8. Customs,. ..........ceoeovennn... 2, 875, 006. 00 3,438, 606, 00 -—5584, 000, 06 16,40

Vietory Ta%eoeeveenranesvean.. 88, 571.99 388, 653, 57 --288, 381. 58 77. 11

MisceHaneous. .. ................. ... 3,350, 562.31 540, 225, 85 | -+2,810,336.46 520, 22

TOPAL. ..o iiiiiia i, 76,060, 461. 44 | 82, 219, 850. 48 | -6, 169, 389. 04

due WM%MMM» qunowmaw%%mmw WMMM nmem“HHnwmnmﬁ_m records differ from the Auditor’s (Tablesland 2),

The total receipts covered into the General Fund, including re-
stricted and repayment receipts, tramsfers from special funds and
adjustments, totalling $11,969,092.55, amounted to $88,019,553.99.
This, plus the cash balance of $82,319,812.81 at the beginning of the
period, raised the total resources of the fund to $170,389,366.80. Dis-
bursements amounted to $97,271,833.96, including transfers to special
funds and adjustments, totalling $14,248,385.14, leaving an available
cash balance of $73,067,632.84 on June 30, 1947.

Special Funds (Trust Funds):

The total reeeipts covered into the special or trast funds amounted
to $96,107,295.37, including transfers and adjustments totalling
$23,077,355.77. This amount, plus the eash balance at thé beginning
of the period, $47,180,332.83, raised the total resources of the funds
to $143,287,627.70. Disbursements made against these funds, includ- -
ing transfers to other funds in the amount of $12,249,902.77, totalled
$96,923,065.81. The cash balance available on these funds was
$46,364,561.89, as of the close of operations on June 30, 1947,
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OF THE GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO 5

Puerte Rico Agricultural Company of market places for retailing
staple commodities as a measure for the control of blackmarket
praeiices, and reorganization of the Insular Labor Relations Beard
under the Department of Labor.

The following concurrent reselutions were adopted:

To reguest the Governor of Puerto Rico to eall a special session
of the Legislature for the specific and preferably, .only purpose of
enacting adequate election and registration legislation;

to state before the Publie Service Commission of Puerto Rieo
the position of the Legislature as regards a serious problem affecting
the munieipalities of Hatillo and Camuy: -

to urge Congress to give favorable consideration to H. R. 2180,
which extends to Puerto Rico the benefits of the Reclamation Act;
and N

to declare the policy of The People of Puerto Rico as regards the
coliection, classifieation, and final disposition of garbage and other
rubbish after separating paper and eardboard therefrom and other
articles mannfactured out of either of said two materials; to de-
clare the interest of The People of Puerto Rico in the use, for in-
dustrial purposes, of this type of serap material; to invite the au-
thorities of all the municipalities of the Island to enact local legis-
lation for and te cooperate in any campaign launched to that end.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
BUREAU O THE BUDGET

The Bureau of the Budget prepared the proposed Model Budget
which the Governor transmitted to the Legislature in its regular ses-
sion. The expenditures ineluded in the proposed Model Budget
were divided intc three main sections: ‘

Budget A—Operating Expenses including Public Debt

Budget B—Contributions to Public Enterprises
Budget C—Capital Improvements

The Model Budget econtained proposed expenditures tetaling
$85,970,618. The Legislature approved a program of $95,434,802,
and the Governor approved appropriations totaling $83,774,553.

The Buresu also prepared special budgets of expenditures for
agencies of the Insnlar Government not covered in the (eneral Ap-
propriations Aet,

The Governor’s policy of eliminating the so-ealled ‘‘trust funds’’
and self-renewing appropriations was continued. Consistent with
this policy, and the achievements in this respeet during the last four

- »
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The Division eollaborated with Mr. Daniel Creamer of the Soeial
Seience Research Center of the University of Puerto Rieo in the
study on the Net Income of Puerto Rico for the years 1940-44.

In eollaboration with Mr. Sol L. Deseartes, member of the P. R.
Planning Board, his publication ‘‘Basie Statisties en Puerto Rieo”
was revised, bringing the information up to date. The revised work
bas not been published as yet.

The preparation of the statistieal tables for the Annual Report of
the Governor of Puertoc Rieo was undertaken by this Division.

In addition to the above-mentioned activitiees, countless queries
and requests for information on statistical matters were received and
attended.

OrFicE oF TRE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Two hundred angd thirty-six domestie eorporations were registered,
51 more than the previous year. Of the 70 which were dissclved, 37
were effected by the usual proecedure and 33 by legisiative action.
Twenty-five foreign corporations qualified for doing business in the
Island, 14 more than the previeus year, and one withdrew. Two do-
mestic banking corporations were organized.

Forty-six cooperative associations organized under the General
Cooperative Associations Act of 1948.

Eighty-five domestie nonprofit assoeiations, 7 more than last year,
and one foreign association, were registered. Thirty-eight asso-
ciations were dissolved by legislative aetion, and 12 in accordanee
with law, ;

The Office issued 1,329 passports and renewed 161. The Gover-
nor was authorized by the State Departmeni to issue passporis for
traveling ontside the Western Hemisphere, excepting countries under
military control, provided applicanis travel abroad on business or
for personal reasons. Passports for fraveling in the Western Hem-
isphere are issued freely. .

Four hundred and sixty-four domestic trade marks, 17 eertified
copies of U. 8. letters patent, and 50 certified copies of U. 8. trade
marks were registered, an inerease over last year’s figures.

There were also issned 175 renewals of domestic trade marks, 78
assignments, 19 changes of names, and 5 certified copies of docu-
ments.

Fees for the Insular Treasury collected from all sources amounted
to $25,440.45, or $4,696.23 more than the previous year. Federal
fees on passports amounted to $11,384.

o6
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OF THE GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RiCO , g

pany; twice as incorporators of the Prison Industries of Puerto
Rieo, and onee as incorporators of the Puerto Rico Coffee Insurance
Corporation. ‘ .

The Council approved during this fiseal peried 6 appointments of
lottery agents for the Lottery of Puerto Rico; one lease coniraet
of property belonging to the People of Puerto Rieo; the sale to the
Puerto Rico Water Resources Authority of 2 parcels of land for the
Caonillas Hydroeleetrie Project in Utuado; Sanitary Regulation No.
120 on Restaurants, and Sanitary Regulation No. 118, on the keep-
ing of structures in sanitary conditions; and 19 scholarships for the
State Insurance Fund under Aet No. 388 of 1946.

The Council also passed upon and approved the following muniei-
pal ordinances: 27 for the dontraeting of loans aggregating
$1,115,169.39%; 31 for transfers of credits; 83 levying speeial prop-
erty taxes; 39 for authorization to use unencumbered surpluses in
the amortization funds of loans, and 32 for the issuance of bonds
for the refunding of the munieipal public debt up to the sum of
$3,146,606.00.

Insular Veterans Office—By Act No. 512, approved April 30,
1946, the Insular Veterans Office was ereated in the Office of the
Executive Secretary, for the purpose of making more effective, just,
and efficient, the application in Puerio Rico of all Federal and Insular
laws in eonnection with pensions, bonuses, and other benefits for
veterans of the U. 8. Army. This Office shall make the necessary sur-
veys of edueation, work, housing and other problems affecting Puerto
Rican veterans and their widows and children, and shall prepare
and recommend to the Legislature of Puerte Rico such measures
as are eomsidered useful and necessary for their assistanee.

Col. Miguel A. Mufioz, a well-known attorney with an out-
standing military record, was appointed Direetor. An appropriation
of $80,000 was provided for the office.

A survey and report on edueational facilities and needs of vet-
erans in the Island was immediately prepared and submitted to
the Governor of Puerto Rieo by the Director, wherein it was stated
that about 50,000 veterans would be needing educational facilities
and would be making use of their educational privileges under Federal
legislation within -the year. It was recommended that particular
attention be given to the ereation and establishment of Vocational
Training Schools and that the possibility of ﬁmrﬁmm some of the
vaeant army eamps be considered.
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This office, in order to help our veterans more efficiently, has
taken steps to qualify the Direetor as an authorized representative
before the Federal Veterans Administration i the handling of
cases and claims before the said Administration, including appeals
before the Adjudication Board. : N

The housing situation is in ifself one which requires continunous
and special attention and additional perscnnel, in order fo do justice
.both to the veterans and the government’s desire to improve this
eondition. In San Juan alone there are hundreds of cases of vet-
erans of World War II whose condition in so far as housing is
eoncerned has been classified as desperate. We have eontacted the
Insuiar and municipal authorities on the subject and are obtaining
from them assistance and eooperation, but much more personnel
is reguired, particularly in view of the Governor’s program for
the construetion of 10,000 homes:

The processing of elaims for pensions, particularly as it affeets
veterans of World War I, is another aspeet of the duties of this

office whieh requires additional personnel. It may be said that
nearly all these veterans are over 55 years of age and many of
them are suffering the infirmities of age as well as of the climate
_and disease thereof. Many of them are entitled fo pensions and
this requires trained personnel to study and obtain the evidence
necessary and submit it in proper manner to the Federal authorities
for adjudication and decision. ,

The orientation of veterans in the matter of studies, training,

general bebaviour, and solution of every—day life problems require
inecreased facilities and means.
- 'The readjustment of the veteran into normal eivilian life will
be greatly hindered and delayed if unnecessary obstacles are placed
in his path. It is to be regretied that in an agricultural couniry
like Puerto Rico, only two loans have been granted for farms. Com-
mereial loans should also be increased and fostered.

Cooperatives—There exists an enormous disproportion between
the natural resources of the Island and the population which those
resources can support at a satisfactory social and economic level
This dispropertion has contributed to create certain undesirable
characteristics in our social and economic order.

The reforms of an economie and social nature whick, as an
expression of the will of the people themselves, are now being put
into effeet in Puerto Rieo, constitute a noble effort for the solving
of our problems. These reforms have for their main objeetive, that

Digiized by mQKMWW




OF THE GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO . 13

direet responsibility in the administration and management of enter-
prises for collective benefits. It will ereate in them a sense of
responsibility, and will give them also - justified eonfidence in
themselves. Cooperativism will also be the most effective means
of opposing the so—called individualism and the existing, deep-rooted,
social division between the various economic groups of our people.
In order to promote cooperatives intensively as an essential part
of the economie reform so necessary to solve the problem of Puerto
Rico Act No. 291, known as the ‘‘General Cooperative Assoeiations
Act”’, was approved on April 9, 1946. The bill for this Aet was:
prepared by 2 commission of members of the Legistature sent to
Canada to survey the cooperative systems operating there. This.
Act, as amended by Act No. 20 of Deecember 31, 1946 repealed
all former legisiation on cooperatives and established a well-defined
procedure for the organization, operation and development of all
types of cocperatives, with the exception of eredit unioms. It pro-
vides for an inspector of Cooperatives in the Offiee of the Executive
Seecretary, with eertain specifie powers to enforce the law.
Cooperatives already organized on the date Act Neo. 291 took
effect had to eomply with and reorganize under the provisions of
said Aet, as amended. Forty-six cooperatives registered in the
Executive Secretary’s Office, 26 of which were existing assoeciations
which amended their charters to conform with the new law, and
20 were newly created. By June 30, 1947, 19 more had submitted
their articles of incorporation, of which 9 were pending registration.
Of this total of 65 cooperatives, 40 were consumption ecoperatives
whieh ineluded 36 groceries, a wholesale warehouse supplying 7
cooperatives, a federation of cooperatives for the establishment of
a storehouse to supply all consumption cooperatives in the Island,
a eooperative for the sale of gasoline fo its members, who are drivers,
and a cooperative of farmers for furnishing members farm cquip-
ment and supplies, and eaitle feed. -
Eleven were marketing cooperatives which included 2 sugar fae-
tories, 3 for the marketing of coffee, 2 for the marketing of tohaceo,
1 gin, 1 vanilla-euring plant, 1 for the marketing of minor produets,
eanning pigeon peas and exporiation of vegetables to the United
States, and one ecooperative for the marketing of bee honey and
wax; 8 produetion cooperatives which include 3 mneedlework shops,
1 ecanning plant, 1 for the manufaeture and marketing of cigars,
1 bakery, 1 operating trucks for the transportatien of sugar cane,
and 1 engaged in the produetion and marketing of handmade
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The Photographic Library, econstituting a constantly expanding
pietorial record of Puerto Riean life, contained over 5,000 doeumen-
tary pictures by the end of the year. Requests were received for
more than 4,500 photographs for publication and exhibition pur-
poses—three times the previous years total. Pictures from the file
appeared in many different publications. These included U. 8. Ca-
mera, Pan America, the widely—circulated Sunday magazine sup-
plement ‘“This Week,”” many newspapers such as the New York
Times, P. M., the Christian Science Monitor and the Des Moines
Register Tribune, and house organs like the Lykes Fleet Flashes
and Fashion Trades.

Four new photographic exhibits were put on display, and two
exhibits previously set up were kept in circulation. Under the
sponsorship of the Council for Inter—Amferican Cooperation, the
Office presented an exhibit entitled ‘‘Puerto Rico—Sugar Island’™
which opened at the Museum of Natural History in New York,
where it was seen by more than 45,000 persons. Thereafter the
exhibit was shown in various large eities, ineluding Rochester,
Boston, New Orleans and Kansas City. A special folder was pre-
pared for distribution to those viewing the exhibit. “‘I Come From
Puerto Rieo’’—an exhibit for sehool children—opened at the Ben-
jamin Franklin High School in New York and then toured other
schools and libraries in that eity.

Upon the completion of its new guarters in San Juan, the Office
held an exhibition for the purpose of acquainting the public with
its program and sccomplishments. Included were a display of the
publications of the offiee, reproductions of newspaper and magazine
articles inspired or written by the Office and panels showing the
uses made of the phatographs from its decumentary file.

A completely equipped, modern photographic lahoratory, was set
up in San Juan, and started functioning the first of February.
Thereafter it took over the servieing of the documentary pheto file,
a job previously handled by a commercial laboratory in New York.
By the end of the fiseal year, the laboratory had filled orders for
2,302 photographs. . N

A field represeniative was added to the New York Office staff
on October 15, 1946, to visit selected eities throughout the eountry
for the purpose of disseminating information about Puerte Rico,
and building up good relations with local newspapers and radio
stations. By the end of the year, this representative had addressed
more than 40 groups comprising in all more than 10,000 persons.

]
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No cotton was planted in the southern region this season. The
19486 crop yielded 1,423.95 quintals, which sold in the States at 45¢ a
pound first elass. Second and third class cotton was disposed of
locally at 30 and 25¢ a pound, respectively. The erop for this vear’
is expected to be larger; the market shows a tendency to rise.

Around 500 acres are planted to vanilla. Sinee 1941 produetion
has been on the inerease, except for 1946. The Vanilla Growers
Cooperative of Puerto Rico handled 4,260 pounds of cured vanilla
during 1946-47. Green vanilla delivered to their plant amounted to
19,569.70 pounds, belonging to 165 members of the eooperative and
17 non-member farmers. It is estimated that approximately 3 or
4 per cent of the erop is handled by private eonecerns.

The purely agricultural and ferritorial eredit in the Island was
handled by such organizations as the Federal Land Bank of Balti-
more, whieh also aects as agent of the Land Bank Commissioner and
the Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation, the Puerto Rico Production
Credit Association, the Farm Security Administration, and the Emer-
gency Crop and Feed Loan Office.

This fiscal year is especially marked by the disappearance of
two organizations which have been busy in the agrienltural eredit
field of the Island for quite a mumber of years, namely, the Farm
Security Administration and the Emergeney Crop and Feed Loan
Office, both of which were merged into the Farmers Home Adminis-
tration and will continue to do business in Puerto Rico as such.

The Farm Security Administration has been instrumental in
organizing a rehabilitation program by restoring the family—size
farms that will keep the farmer’s family employed threughout the
year, and by long range farm and loan programs to facilitate pre-
duetion of part of the family’s food requirements. I.cans made for
this purpose amounted to $3,000,000, divided into 671 individnal
small farmers. In addition, it also negotiated farm operating loans
with 10,555 borrowers to whom $6,182,985 were loaned. This farm
eredit work was earried out in combination with such educational
activities as home management, farm guidance, fostering of group
gerviees, such as tractor cooperatives, group sugar eane harvesting,
medieal services, and construction of loeal water works.

The Emergency Crop and Feed Loan Office had made, as of
October 10, 1946, 3,628 loans amounting to $1,329,580.

Puerto Rieo’s trade with the world increased 55.4 per cent in
1945-46. Imports increased 713 per eent, and exports 385 per
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vear all of the land covered by timber or brush in 5 mmieipalities
had been mapped and sampled for speecies, gualifyv. and quantity
of timber. New forest tree nuvseries were established. A total of
1,370 euerdas were planted with 1,160.000 forest tree seedlings and
252 euerdas with 15,000 bamboos on water—producing land ahuve
and around reservoirs and on slopes bordering roads.

With the couperation of the. School of Tropieal Medivine. ex-
perimenial field work is being earricd out with the Lebisfes reficu-
latus, a fish which destrovs the ezas and shells that sovve as host
to hilharzia. .

A tract of 56 aeres of land was acquired in the neighborhood
of Caflo Tiburones for the purpose of estublishing a bird refuce.
It is expected that this sife will be developed inmto a watertowl avea.
Seven hundred and ecight hunting Heenses were Issued, 153 more
than last year.

A total of 228,617 tons of mixed fertilizers sold in Puerto Rieo
during 1946-47 was inspected by the Chemical Laboratory for
Fertilizers and Feed Inspeection. Two hundred and fifty-nine ap-
plications for feed and 23 for fertilizers were registered; 935
samples of feeds and fertilizers, representing 191,225 bags of fer-
tilizers and 18,742 bags of feeds, were analyzed.

The Plant Quarantine Service inspected 3,889 airplanes and 743
surface ships arriving from forcign countries and from the United
States via foreien countries, 5,784 planes and 678 ships arriving
from the United States and territorvies, 135,500 bagx of shelled corn,
535 bales of cotton waste, 150 bales of cheese cloth, the haggage
of 148,183 passengers, and 11,472 parcels mailed to the United States,
of whieh 1,218 contained hortieultural produets.

During July 1946 about 5 million eigavs were manufactured for
export and by April 1847 this amount had dropped to 55.760. In
June 1946 there were 687 cigar factories emploving 1,949 cigar
“makers, and by April next this number had dropped to 561 with
1,108 cigar makers. Tfforts are being made fo improve this situ-
ation. There was a slight inercase of $1 per thousand in the cheaper
brands, but no change was reported in the upper brackets of the
trade. .

The Museum of the Department which is located in the Mufioz
Rivera Park eontinues to be a center of attraction. During the
vear, 137,903 visitors went through its hall: 98,933 during Sundays
and holidays and 38,970 during work days. It is interesting te

see how the public has hecome greatly attraeted by the exhibits.

=i Gougle
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Through an arrangement reached with the Inter-American Edu-
cational Foundation, a group of six Brazilian trainees made a two-
month visit to Puerte Rican agrieultural cenlers. They spent one
month lving and working at Sabana Seea Second Unit, Toa Baja,
to familiarize themselves with local methods and organization of
the work. They were given instruction in both the theory and
practice of teaching agrieulture by members of the supervisory
staff of the Insular Board for Vocational Eduecation and the local
teacher of agriculture.

Steady progress has marked the development of the elementary
schools since the reorganizatipn of the sehool system effected in the
school year 1942-43.

There has been a marked inerease both in the number of teachers
and in the enrollment at this level. Despite the eritical shortage
of trajned personnel, 5390 teachers were assigned to the urban and
rural elementary schools in 1946-47. The total enrollment in the
elementary schools was 283,570, the largest number ever aecom-
modated at this level

In aecordance with our eduecational philosophy, the elementary
sehool has as its main goal the promoting of the welfare of the
Puerto Rican by raising his economie level by eonserving his health,
by teaching him to make good use of his leisure time, by developing
in him demoeratie, eooperative habits in his social relations, by
developing his  character, and by imparting that knowledge and
developing those abilities indispensable to the realization of the
further objeetives of this program.

One of the fundamental objeetives of the Department is the in-
tensification of English at all levels of the publie sehool svstem.
This objective has been given full eonsideration in the work in
elementary English this year.

In the urban schools major emphasis has been placed upon the
preparation, revision, frial and presentation of tentative matevial
for further use and revision during the coming vear.

The actual work was started during the aetivity month in 1846
hy a commitiee of teachers and English field assistanis whe worked
on minumum essentials. They studied the minimum essentials for
the junpior high schools and gavé full consideration to the liter-
ature available, the minimum requirements prepared by the National
Couneil of Teachers of English, and the minimum requirements pre-
pared by a group of well-qualified elementary school teachers in
Puerto Rido. After carefully ontlining the Puerto Rican needs in
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A total of 707,373 messages, including gratis serviee rendered
to the Office of the Governor and the members of the Legislative
Assembly, were transmitted during the year at a eost of $380,172.00
This represenis an average of $0.54 per message. Ineome from paid
telegraph service amounted to $252,264.60 egual to an average of
$0.36 per message.

Fifty-three thousand six wcﬁmumm ninety-eight telegraphie .Boww%
orders transferred $1,440,382.22, against $1,401,762.84 the previous
vear, that is, an increase of $38,8619.49. Cablegraphie services
amounted to $27,762.65 ($5,136.79 more than last year).

There has been a greai improvement in the telephone system
in those towns served by the Awuthority and applications for new
installations are being received every day. Unexpected delays in
the shipment of materials required bave not permitted us to eamply
with the constant demands for automatic telephone service, but the
Anthority is doing everything possible to increase the capaeity of
its auntomatic system in order to satisfy public reguirements.

Also the telegraph system is being improved by the introduetion of
teletvpe machines whieh will soon be in eoperation.

EXTENSION SERVICE

The following are the most important aetivitiex earried on by
the Agricultural Estension Serviee during the year 1946-1947:

Development of an intensive istand-wide campaign to increase
food production and conservation commercially and for home con-
swmption, with speeial emphasis on the most nutritious foods such
as milk, meat, eggs, vegetables, and fruits; campaign on the prep-
aration and conservation of all kinds of feods; campaign on nutri-
tion, health and hygiene providing the necessary information and
assistance for the improvement and the attainment of a better stand-
ard of living for our people; continuation of the development of
native industries in the rural areas to provide added ineome to farm
families; direct rendering of services to all members of the farm
families, such as vaceination of lvestoek against dangerous diseases,
control of imternal and external parasites of livestock, debt adjust-
ment, nuirition, health, ete; intensive eampaign for the organization
of cooperative associations in both urban and rural aress; develop-
ment of a suitable information program tec all people, which wiil
bring them the latest information relative to agrieulture and home
economic activities; intensive ecampaign on soil eonservation with the
objective of conserving the land as a means of obtaining higher yvields
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raceived from the varioms departments. There were also issued
2,786 authorizations for provisional appointments, to il positions
for which no lists of cligibles were available.

During this term there were processed 14,353 personnel trans-
actions covering- changes in status (original appointments, pro-
motions, transfers reassignments, resignations, dismissals, lay—offs,
ete.), of employees within the Classified and Unclassified Serviees.

On March 7, 1946, the War Service Regulations were repealed
toe make room for the reconversion which brought about the Interim
Temporary Civil Service Reulations. On May 1, 1947, the Fed-
eral Service was definitely placed back under the Rules. In the
interim, that is from March 7, 1946 to May 1, 1947, the Federal
Civil Service Commission, having given to Federal Agencies au-
thority to make temporary appoiniments pending register, to effect
reconversions, efe., had its hands free to devote its full time and
energy to develope probational examinations speecifieations, writing
class specifications and allocation standards, ete. So the period
under review s marked by a relative lull or pause in Civil Service
activities in preparation for the extensive examination program
whieh the Commission has sinee launched. This examination pro-
gram i3 right now in propress. The fiesal year 194748 is destined
to witness unprecedented activity in examination work, ratiny work,
and personnel transactioms, and, ander the Commission’s decentral
ization policies, to go on record as one of the busiest in years.

Puerro Rico COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY

During the fiscal year 1946-47 the Puerto Rico Communicatioss
Anuthority eontinued is work onr the improvement of the communi-
cations system, especially the telephone system.

The Communications Authority filed with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission an application for the construction of a Fre-
quency modulation (FM) radio station as well as for an Amplitude
Modulstion (AM) radio station. At the middle of the present fiseal
year a licence was granted for the construction of the Amplitude
Modalation radio station. The Authority proceeded immediately
with the preparation of maps and other studies regarding said
station, and called for bids from different manufaeturers in the
Unitéd States. The station will be located at s new building which
the Authority plans to construct at Stop 20, Santuree, where a local
telegraph station is at present located.

Digitized oy mﬁwwmwm
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The Pay Plan adopted under Act No. 411 of 1947 is related di-
rectly to the Classification Plan and is based on the principle of
eual pay for egual work. The various classes of positions have been
allocated 1o the proposed salary schedules in accordance with the pro--
visions of the new Personnel Act. The determination of these allo-
eations and the establishment of the forty-three salary grades were
based on consideration of sueh factors as the difficulty and eomplexity
of different jobs in the Insular Service, current rates of pay in Puerto
Riean private industry, salary rates of other publie agencies in Puerto
Rico, the cost of living, and the financial condition of the Insular
Government.

In order to permit reeognition of improved efficiency and ability
of employees after appointment by increases in remuneration and, to
a lesser extent, to allow for some differences between positions allo-.
cated to the same elass, salary ranges consisting of a minimum, in-
termediate steps, and & maximum rate rather than single rates of
pay were accepted. These ranges, in most instances, are equivalent
to approximately 30 percenmt of the minimum rates and their use for
““within-grade’’ increases is essential te the effectiveness of both the
classification and pay plans.

Increases in cost of living were refleeted in the pay data which
were used as a guide in establishing the pay ranges. Pay ranges
should be reviewed from time to time but the reviews should not be
limited only to changes in the cost of living. Changes in the avail-
ability of certain types of workers on the labor market, alteration
of the finaneial eondition of the Insular Government, fluctuations in
work requirements, and other basic faclors must also be taken into
consideration.

It is essential that the ranges be used to reward individuals for
increased efficiency, greater knowledge, and skills, and other fae-
tors. The full value of using the pay range therefore depends upon
adherence to the rule that new appointments be made at the minimum
for the range. However, there will be some instances in recruitment,
transfers, and promotions where eirenmstances would make it desir-
able to start an employee at 2 rate higher than the minimuu for the
range.

Part of the gross compensation of some Insular employees is paid
in the form of meals, lodging, or other maintenance allowances. Sinee
the rates of pay sef forth in the Pay Plan represent the total remune-
ration and inelude pay in every form, the eash salary the employee
receives in these cases consists of an amount of money within the
range of his class minus the value of the subsistence received.
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The Legislature has made appropriations amounting to $10,500,600
to organize and operate the Service aud to comstruet agumeduet and
gewer systems in the urban and rural distriets. :

Boarp or ErecTioNs

At the beginning of the year the work of disposing of the ballots
of the last election was completed. The ballots and other papers
used in the eleetion were delivered to the government pulp and paper
factory. The main work of the year was the checking of all the ree-
ords. The registration books were compared against the applications
for registration and the index cards.

Crvir SERvVICE

Three important events regarding pablic personnel administra-
tion took effeet in Puerfo Rico during the fiseal vear 1946-47:
1. The adoption by the Civil Serviee Commission of a New
Classification Plan on February 20, 1947.
2. The enactment by the Legislature of a2 New Personnel Act,

approved May 12, 1947, and
3. The new Pay Plan confained in Act 411 of May 13, 1947

As reported in the annumal report corresponding to the fiseal
year 1945-46, a classifiaction survey was undertsken beginning Oc¢-
tober, 1945. As a result of this survey a modern Classifieation Plan
was adopted. By June 30, 1947, the Plan had undergone 164 amend-
ments: 53 eorresponding to the establishment of new classes and 111
to existing classes. The Plan is dynamic and flexible enough to
permit amendments in accordance with new situations or new needs.

The new Personnel Act, No. 345, approved May 12, 1947,
insures the selection of the best personnel to execute the various gov-
ernmental funetions. It insures also that said personnel will have
the best working conditions, a guaranteed job, adequate pay. oppor-
tunities for promotion and all those other advantages usually offered
by merit systems. In-service {raining programs slso help the public
gervice personnel in aequiring a better and more effective professional
and technical preparation. The new Personnel Aet whieh is drafted
in accordance with modern methods in personnel administration was
prepared and recommended as an administration bill after a eareful
study of Aet 88 of 1931, and of government needs regarding per-
sonnel, - .

The Legislature of Puerto Rico also passed Aet 411, of May 13,
1947, whieh constitutes the uniform pay system for the Competitive
and Noncompetifive Sevviees of the Insular Government,
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and studied and crosses are being made between this breed and the
Holstem and the Brown-Swiss. The goat improvement program is
directed towards the development of a breed of milk goat of high
production and also adapted to our conditions. In this program se-
lected native goats are being crossed with the Saanen and British
Alpine breeds. The swine improvement project has as its objective
the development of a breed that wounld develop efficiently under range
eonditions in the Island and that may have a greater degree of resist-
ance to the common diseases and parasites. The value of hybrids
between such breeds as the Native, Duroe Jersey, Tamuorth and Black
Landrace for efficient meat production is also being studied. The
poultry improvement project is also directed towards the develop-
ment of a new breed of birds adapted to range conditions typieal of
the small farm units of Puerto Rieo and with a eapacity for a sus-
tained and fairly high egg produetion. Lines of native stoek with
high yielding ability have been selected and crossed with imported
breeds such as the White Leghorn and the New Hampshire.

An economic land elassifieation system was developed and put in
practice in elassifying the lands of southwestern Puerte Rico. The
Iocation and extent of areas of land adapted to different degrees of
intensity of use were determined. Bight different economie land clas-
ses, based on the intensity of land use to which eaeh one is best
adapted, were drawn and enumerated. The experiences of the Farm
Security Administration in the establishment of landless farm fami-
lies on individually owned, famiiy—sized farms in Puerto Rico were
studied. The results obtained showed that the average income for -
these families in 1944 was twiee as much as it was the year before
they started the operation of their farms and that in the first 50
months of operation their family net worth bad increased from $976
to $3,303, on the average. The study also shows that higher capital in-
vestment, higher yields of sugarcane per ‘‘cuerda’’, best combination
of surgarcane and livestoek enterprises, and a higher number of net
“‘cuerdas’” in erops per man were the prineipal reasons for suceess
in these farms. The advantage of the individually-owned, family-
sized farm over other types of farms, f6r the interior areas ef Puerto
Rico, was definitely shown in the study.

A study of costs and practices of producing sugarcane on *‘dolo-
nos’” farms for the 1946 crop was eompleted as part of the researeh
activities initiated under Law 311 of 1945.

Summarization of results show: (1) the high dependence of the
sugarcane enterprise on subsidies and other government payments
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of quality and age in rums; selection of new sugareane varieties
superior to the standard POJ-2878; improvement of the yuality and
vield of forage grasses through the eontrol of nitrogen fertilization;
determination of efficient methods of feeding forage grasses to graz
ing and milk cattle; development of a new variety of cucumber resist-
ant to two serious diseases in the Island, mesaie and downy mildew; .
development of high yielding lines of red beans by seleetion of the
mative stoek; increased production in acid soils of field erops such
as eorn through the combined practice of liming and green manuring;
study of the chlorotic-streak disease of sugarcane which is rapidly
disseminating and reducing the yields in many areas; study of the
gumming disease of pineapple which seriously affeets the exportation
of fresh fruit to Continenfal markets; and the development of
methods for the successful processing and canning of native fruiis.

The program of investigation eondueted with sugarcane ineludes
the development by breeding of new varieties resistant to the mosaic
disease and of higher yields of sugar per acre than the present stand-
ard varieties; the inmtroduction and testing in the different cane-pro-
ducing areas of the Island of promising varieties from other coun-
tries; the study of the fertilizer requirements of sugarcane in the
different soil types; z study of agronomic practices leading to more
efficient prodaetion and the control of pests and diseases. .

A new program of coffee investigation was eompleted during the
vear. The aim of this program is to study the yield of the eoffee
varieties “‘Punerto Rieo’” and “Columnaris’’ at three different eleva-
tions and in the different soil types peculiar to the coffee areas. The
program also includes experiments to determine the best formulae
and amount of fertilizer, the proper planting distance for each va-
riety and the best pruning methods to follow under the different
soil and climatic eonditions, A study to find an economic method
of controlling the flowering and fruit setting of the coffee tree has
also been initiated. The degree of flowering in eoffee is greatly in-
fluenced by climatic conditions, and in many instances unfavorable
weather greatly diminishes the crop. 1f it were possible fo induce
fiowering at will, the production of niore uniform erops from year
to year would be possible.

The program for the improvement of vegetables includes varietal
studies to determine those best adapted to Puerto Riean conditions,
the development by breeding or selection of new varieties of good
market quality, stndy of contrel measures for pests and diseases, and
a study of the fertilizer requirements of these crops under different
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in the waters around Culebra and Viegues; these boats operating
out of the port of Fajardo. Fishing has also been earried on near
Boyguerén and on the banks near Mona Island.

The Fisheries Division sells gear to local fishermen at low prices,
thus stimulating produetion, which is bought by its stations and by
private dealers.

Five markets are now operating in Santurce, Puerta de Tierrs,
Aguada, Jayuys and Comerfo. The growth of the markets and the
suceess of the marketing project was seriously checked by a decision
of the Acting Attorney General in late January fo the effect that
the Plazas PRACO could sell only local produets. This defect in
the law was remedied by the Legislature after a very heart-warmine
support by the consumers group. Food prices in the Plazas PRACO
have heen kept low, and they have affeeted prices not only in these
towns but all over the Island. It can be truthfully said that sinee
these markets have been in ov&.maowv. although food prices have
advanced greatly in the States, they have remained more or less |
static in the Island. The faet that plentiful supplies of food can
be purchased at reasonable prices at the Plazas PRACO has in-
fluenced other merchants to keep their prices in line.

During the fiseal year plans were completed for the establish-
ment of other plazas PRACO at Manati, Aguadilla. San Sebastiin,
Vega Baja and San Juan.

The Caguas farm maintains a herd of nearly 70 pure bred and
crossbred dairy cattle, which supplies the Food Produets Division
with milk for the candies, cheese, ice—cream and other products.
AMore than $16,000 worth of milk was sold to the Food Produet
Division hy the Cagnas farm this year. Cagnas also produced 1,974
broilers for sale in the Plazas PRACO and raised 15218 pullets
which were then transferred to Vieques. Tn all, 19,851 chicks were
raised at Caguas.

(ucumbers, lima beans, carrots, beets, lettuce and other vegetables
were produced by the Caguas farm and sold at the plazas PRACO.

At Caguas we are also experimenting with forage crops tha:
may be adapied to wet island regions.

Two buildings have been reeonditioned at the Cagunas farm for
the manufacture of eigars to be sold in the Continental market.
Production is expected to begin in the Fall of 1947 and encugh
tobaceo has heen bought, both here and in the States, to imsure
uninterrupted produetion for eight or ten months. Machinery, in-
cluding stripping, binding and eellophaning machines, started to
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In Vieques, Bayamén and Caguas the Company is developing
the eultivation of forage erops to the end of producing cheap animal
feeds. Whatever suecess we may have on this line of endeaver will
be eventually shared by all the interested farmers in Puerto Rico,
sinee we are irying to develop grasses and grains adaptable to
planting under different conditions throughout the Island. The pra-
duction of milk, swine and poultry is seriously limited in Puerto
Rico by the lack of loecal grain feeds. Therefore we are experi-
menting with the production of grain to make animal production
more feasible. We have been suceessful i finding a good grain
for dry and semi-dry regions (Hegari Sorghum) and we are ex-
perimenting now with sorghum varieties adapted to regions of high
rainfall.

The ‘‘Reina del Caribe”, a long-range fishing vessel purchased
last year, is expected to arrive in September with a load of about
100,000 pounds of fresh frozen fish that will be sold through the
Plazas PRACO and through private outlets.

Projects in Vieques include the eunltivation of 668 cuerdas of
sugar eane, not including the sugar cane lands purchased form the
Eastern Sugar Asseciates. Cultivation of these lands started during’
the Jast days of the fiscal year under review.

Looking about for ingredients to be used in the manufacture
of cheap animal feeds, the Vieques Division has suecessfully culti-
vated such forage crops as Arizona Certified Hegari (grain Sorg-
hum), peanuts, ecorn, Sweet Sudan, Rhodes, Cuban Bahia and other
grasses, all of which have been tested for their adaptability to
iocal cenditions.

‘Out of 12 acres of pineapples eultivated, up to June 30th we
have harvested 98,103 pounds of fruit with enly about one-third
-of the erop harvested at that time with an average weight of 5
pounds per fruit. Seventeen additional cnerdas of Red Spanish,
Cabezona and Smooth Cayenne pineapples have been planted. Other
projeets developed in Vieques include the improvement of 10,000
cuerdas of pastures; experimental plets of many kinds of vegetables
and the harvesting of coconuts, of whiech 125,313 were sold loeslly.
The swine and poultry projeets have been developing suceessfully
on the basis of feed of whieh up to 90 per cent of the total amount
used was produced in Vieques. The poultry project, particularly,
; shows it has great commereial possibilities and should in the future
"be one of our main sources of income. The same can be said of the
swine project. On June 30 we had in Viegues more than 15,000
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psychiatrist, vocational eounselor, soeial weorkers and other technical
personnel of the Penitentiary with the aim of providing favorable
conditions to the prisoners and initiating treatment programs based
on their individual knowledge to insure their rehabilitation,

A new penal institution, Camp {luavate, came to life during
the year. If was established in a rural district of Cayey and carried
on an agricultnral program cmploying an average of 110 prisoners
requiring minimum custody. This program is an innovation in the
penal administration of Puerto Rico and has proven a great success.
The prisoners are ecarefully seleeted from the peral population of the
Penitentiary and the district jails among those requiring minimum
eustody and ecoming from agricultural areas of the Island.

The Insular Penitentiary, the seven distriet jails and Camp

‘navate had durme the vear o Jdafly avereme of 3433 priconers:
the highest number recorded in the last six years. On June 30th,
1947 there were 3,350 prisoners serving sentence or awaiting trials,
of whiel 110 were women and 43 minors. The Probation and Parole
systems have helped to solve the problan of penal over-population.

The Prison Industrics Corporalion vas creaied by et No. 503,
approved April 30th, 1046 and hewan to work on July Ist, 1946
to provide for the divemsification ol employment of privoners in
the penal institutions, their twaining and teaching of trades and
cceupations. This objective was achieved during the yvear throush
a program of voeational training. This program included the man-
ufacture of furniture, office equipment, uniforms, clothing, bedding,
shoes, ete., which provided employment to a daily averame of 284
prisoners. These articles arc sold to different government agceneles.

. Legislation

During the regular session of 1947, of the Legislative Assembly,
the Atterney General prepared and sponsored a bill for the reorgan-
ization of the judieial svstem. Aside from the redistribution of
judicial distriets and judicial munieipal districts, the bill provided
for the complete elimination of Justices of the Peace Conrts and the
establishment in each municipality of a Municipal Tribunal with
one or more Municipal Judges, with more ample jurisdietion in
civil suits; the reallocation of munieipalities to such judieial distriets
as distance, means of transportation and other facilities deem jus-
tified; the ineorporation of the Tax Court to the Judieial System,
and some changes in the general procedare including appeals to the
Supreme Court, whose strueture was kept intact. The mest im-
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eases, condemnation proceedings and quo-warranto proceedings
before the Supreme Court. For this reason the Division of Tax
Cases appears handiing only 942 cases during the yesar as compared
with 1,231 the preceding year. The balanee was transferred to the
(General Litigation Division, which handled 1,375 eases during the
year, of whieh 570 were decided by the different courts, including
the U. 8. Distriet Court for Puerto Rico, and 805 were pending on
June 30. ’ . ]

Due to the huge government program of public works, the ae-
quisttion of lands inereased enormously during the year. Three
hundred and forty-one condemnation cases were handled by the
Land Division. Of these, 304 belong to the Department of the
Interior, 12 to the Land Authority, and the rest to other govern-
ment agenecies.

In the quo-warranto proceedings before the Supreme Court,
some of the cases which were still in the preliminary stages, are
now ready for subsequent steps. It is expected that some of these
cases be set for hearing in the next term of the Supreme Court,
probably those against partnerships, in which cases new questions
of law are involved. The case againsi The Fajardo Sugar Company.,
The Fajardo Development Company, and the Fajardo Sugar Growers
Association, in whieh there existed a conseni decree, was finally ‘dis-
posed of by the acquisition by the Land Authority of ail lands and
other property of those entiies. .

The Division of Criminal Affairs took ecare of 1,777 casses as
compared with 1,413 the previous year. In addition 299 investi-
gations submitted by Distriet Attorneys were studied to decide
whether the Department should authorize the dismissal of such eases.

Courts

During the year, the Supreme Court had before it 1,698 cases
against 1,024 cases during the previous year. From the total
number of cases handled, 1,437 were disposed of and 261 were
pending on June 30, 1947. ,

The District Courts dealt with 26,841 eivil cases compared with
27,062 similar eases in the previous year. When the fiseal year
came to an end 14,888 cases had been decided, leaving 11,953
perding. During the year 9,292 crimins! csses were handled in
these courts, of which 7,308 were disposed of leaving pending 1,984
at the end of the year. There were 4,989 convictions, 749 of whieh
were appealed fo the Supreme Court. During the year 536 cases

cpeeniy GOugle
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The Commissioner of Labor aitended the Thirteenth Annual
Conference of the Secretary of Labor of the United States held
in Washington, and the Annual Meeting of the International Asso-
ciation of Governmental Labor Officials held in Milwaukee, Wis.
In this meeting he was elected Vice-President of the Association.
-On that ocassion he had the opportunity to supervise the working
and living conditions of the migrant Puerto Rican industrial and
domestic workers in Chieago, and agrieultural workers in Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey. The Commissioner also acted as Governer
of Puerto Rico during short periods and continued performing his
duoties as Administrator of the War Emergency Program.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Ezxecutive Branch

The Attorney General’s Office, through its different Divisions
and Bureaus, carried sut an enormous task during the year, not-
withstanding the lack of necessary personnel

During the year a total of 534 opinions were rendered. This
means that the effort made during the previous year 1945-46, in
whieh 532 opinions were rendered, improving from 105 in 1944-45,
was surpassed. A few of the more important opinions were:

““Holding that the term ‘‘qualified’ as used in Section 12 of the
Organiec Act with reference to the appointmens of the CGovernor
of Puerto Rieo, has a speeific meaning. The term refers fo acts
realized after the commission is issued, for example, the oath of
office which the person appointed is required to take.

“Holding that Section 14 of the Organie Act ronfers to the
Attorney General of Puerto Rico exelusive representation of The
People of Puerto Rico in all litigation in Puerto Rieo or ountiside.
The Legislature may authorize any Board or Agency of the Govern-
ment of Puerfe Rico to contraet sevvices of eounsel, and may provide
among the duties of such counsel or attorney that he may represent
such Board or Ageney before any court: but the Attorney General,
notwithstanding, may at any time intervene and hold exclusively
the representation of the {(fovernment. In view of these general
prineiples, the eontract helween the Office of Puerio Rieo in Wash-
inaton and the firm Arnold and Fortas impairs the powers of
the Attorney (eneral. The legal services to he rendered by the
firm Arnold and Fertes under this eontract, coneerning the repre-
sentation of The People of Puerto Rieo are subjeet to the power
and control of the Attorney (eneral of Puertc Rico.

‘“‘Holding that the pavment of por dicm to an officer or emplovee
of the government that holds a vepular or fulldime office or em-
ployment for which ke receives a salary, constitutes additional eom-
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According to recommendations eontained in our annual report for
194546, the Legislature provided for the establishment of an arbi-
tration section in the Coneciliation Service to be devoted exclusively to
arbitration eases.

The Industrial Supervision Service earried out 26,052 inspee-
tions and reinspections to commereial, industrial and agrieultural
enterprises and construoction works, as compared with a total of
16,796 inspections earried out the previous year. Workers employad
in these activities imcluded 146,373 men, 22,438 women and 259
legally employed minors. The amount eollected by claimants om
wage claims and complaints handled by the Department amounted to
$91,203.52, and on minimum wage claims to $73,555.00.

a total of 2,777 elaims and complzints was filed with the
‘Women’s Burean, 91 per cent of which were settled during the year,
and the amount of $28,702.86 collected by the claimants. Inspections
to industrial and ecommereial establishments employing women
amounted to 12,769. Home work permits were issued to 10,232 home
workers, and 1,008 to contractors and subcontractors, of which some
1,210 were investigated. Soeial services were rendered to 1,758 cases.
Sixty-seven labor lectures were delivered and 29 radio programs
broadeasted. Nine hundred sixty-seven women applicants for over-
seas household work employment were interviewed and investigated.

The Child Bureau issued 4,239 employment and age certificaies
during the year, an increase of 20 per cent over last year’s record.
There was also inerease jn the employment certificates, mﬁmﬁ& permits,
and age certificates issued.

The main activities of the Legal Division include nine hearings,
25 written opinions and 68 informal consultations, 1,282 claims
mmwmwmmm:ﬁuau&% settied; 506 complaints investigated and 801 cases
taken to court for Hmm& action.

The Burean of Publications and Workers® Edueation has engaged:
in the following activities: the semi~menthly issue of the Bulletin
““Noticias del Trabajo’’, half a million eopies of which were dis-
tributed among lahorers, employers and agencies; daily radio broad-
casts {248) conducted, and 120 press releases issued; leetures, inter-
views and edueational moving picture exhibitions held with the
attendance of laber and student groups. Bibliographies, reports and
memorandums regarding different aspeets of labor movement and
legislation were also prepared. The Bureau cooperated in various
social drives, such as industrial accident prevention, consumers’
campaign against inflation, prevention of delingueney, ete.
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DerPABTMENT OF LABOR

This fisecal year 1946-47 was a pericd of inereasing prices,
eeonomic uneertainty, and labor unrest. These were, of course,
inevitable features affecting a post-war world and Puerto Rieco was
no exception to the rule. Nevertheless, the picture was not so gloomy
for the workers of the Island. Counter-balaneing to some extent the
inereasing consumer’s prices (from 151.9 in mid-June 1946 to 177.3
in mid-June 1947), there was at the same time a trend of ever-in-
ereasing wages either through legislation (wage orders), collective
bargaining, or other factors.

Higher wage levels in the sugar industry, which had the highest
erop and the best priees in years, gave a substantial inerease to the
take-home pay of the largest single group of werkers: the 150,000
wage earners of the smgar fields and faetories. Expanding business
and employment opportunities were evident throughout the vear.
A greater number of workers is employed now in all indusiries than
it ever was in prior years and the total amount of money received in
wages has increased substantially. Furthermore, construction work
has reached and all-time pesk and housing projeets —both govern-
menial and private-— are constantly springing all over the Island in
spite of the prevailing high priees of construction materials.

Ixisting legislation was improved and new laws were enacted to
foster the development of a greater industrial activity., New indus-
tries were offered finaneial assistanee by the Government through
tax exempiion and otherwise, Also the Government itself has been
setting up new industries where private capital would not do so.

Industrialization requires trained workers in the various trades
and crafts. Aet No. 483, approved Moy 15, 1047, ereates the Ap-
preniiceship Connell of Puerto Rico wnd an Apprenticeship Nivision
in the Department of Labor. As a rusult of the operation of this
Aet, the neeessary means will be provided to train workmen so as to
supply industry with skilled and specialized help since a permanent
training program for apprentices in trade, arts and eceupaiions will
be organized. Workers thus trained will be an asset not only to the
industrialization program of the Island, but also fo industrics in
the Srales where-to there is a constant flow of Puerto Rico mi-
orants,

To prevent the blind and hasty migration of workers which tends
to appear in the wake of unemployment, the Legislature enacted Act
No. 89 (Approved May 9, 1947), to regulate contracts for workmen
or employees for overseas employment. This Act repeals previous
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During the year, 42 studies and designs were made, including
plans and specifications, for projects estimated at $2,227 450. An ad-
ditional group of 12 studies are under way for projects estimated
at $1,164,606. Twenty-two projects were revised for other ageneies
for constructions estimated at $2,379,000. Construetions by foree
account were carried on with an expenditure of $61,299.49 during the
‘year. Eighteen coniracts were awarded and completed, at a total
estimate of $317,660 and an actual cost of $394,408.30. The eom-
bined repairs to public buildings reached a eost of $850,000.

The total rent derived during the year from the lease of public
lands under our direct custody to private parties was $36,600.

In relation to the Topographic Map of the Island, no field work
was done during the year. The 1:30,000 edition of the map is now
complete. Arrangements have already been made to make z new
edition, in the seale 1:10,000. The necessary precise surveying in-
struments have been purchased io carry oui the expaunsion of the
" actual triangulation scheme and the vertieal control net, so as to
obtain the adequate control necessary for the contemplated 1:10,000
edition.

During the year reported the amount of $1,688,914.80 was eol-
lected from automobile licenses, number plates, dealer licenses, du-
plicates, transfers, applications and permits. This shows an inerease
of $556,378.02 over last year’s figures. A total of 6,065 new motor
vehicles were registered during the year. An income of $1,531.50
was collected from fees on 1021 certificates of ownership or reecord
issued to interested parties for presentation before courts, the Pub-
lic Serviee Commission, and other government ageneies.

The total premium paid by the Treasurer of Puerto Rieo to the
Hartford Accident and Indemnity Comparny, of Hartford, Connecti-
eut, on insured vehicles amounted to $139,945.38.

For the fiseal year reported a total of $188,237.80 were eollected
by the Bureau of Docks and Harbors, an increase of $17,285.56 over
last year’s imeome. Of -this amount San Juan Harbor mwwwmmw
$116,283.66, an inerease of $7,929.59 over last year’s income for the
same harbor. A total of 2,587 tributable vessels entered all ports of
the Island, an increase of 680 over last year’s figures. Total fonnage
registered for the year reported was 7,212,277 gross tons, an inerease
of 2,069,722 gross tons over last year’s registered figure.

The Service of Land Acquisition and Legal Advice aequired a

tal of 326 properties with a total value of $1,097,449.62. These
acquisitions were connecied chiefly with the construetion of insular
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Academic education at the institutions eontinued to be offered
under the supervision of the Department of Edueation. One hun-
dred twenty nine (129) children completed some phases of their
academic studies. Fifteen (15) completed the first grade, 62 com-
pleted elementary school, 48 completed junior high school and 4 com-
pleted senior high school.

Twenty four {24) children were granted certificates after com-
pleting vocational ecourses. In additien, 15 blind adults eompleted
their vocational training at the Veeational Institute for the Adult
Blind. Omne hundred nineteen {119) children were benefited under
the oceupational placement program developed at the intifutions,
whieh represents an inecrease of 89 over figures for the last year.

Medieal and dental services continued to be rendered on a part-
time basis. These scrvices were improved throngh supervision of-
fered by the Medieal Consultant.

The activities of the Offiee of the Handicapped centered around
the study of the extent and nature of the problem presented by dif-

ferent groups of handieapped, the interpretation to the public of

their problems, and the development of programs in behalf of these
groups.

(reat emphasis was given during the year to the conduct of insti-
tutes for the in-service training of the stalf. Three institutes were
organized for the public welfare chiefs, one for the district direetors
and supervisors, onc for public assistance workers and another for
the elerieal staff. An institute was organized for the personnel of
the Insular Home for Boys.

The Office of Research, Statisties and Eduecation continued io
prepare all statistical reports concerning the aetivities of the Divi-
sion of Public Welfare. 3Monthly statistieal information was also
prepared and sent to other agencies of the government. Special
reports requested by the Children’s Bureau in respeect to services
rendered to children in Puerto Rico were prepared. An analysis of
guantity of work done by public assistance workers was made to de-
termine an aceepted standard of performance in this respeet.

The publieation of the Publie Welfare Review, wﬁzmmwmm quar-
ferly, was continued during the year.

Two speeial studies on the soeial and economie conditions of stum
areas in the municipalities of San Lorenzo and Aguadilla were pro-
pared at the request of the Puerto Rico Housing Authority.

Clearance of applications for service submitted by affiliated agen-
cies was continued mauwﬁw the year. Continued efforts were made
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only half a day and who lack the necessary supervision during the
rest of the day because the mother is employed or ill

An amendment to the Civil Code in its provisions for the adop-
tion of children gave the Division of Public Welfare the responsi-
bility for investigating every applieation for adoption at the request
of the court.

One thousand nine hundred thirty nine (1,939) new applications
for child welfare services were reeeived during the year which, ad-
ded to 1,126 pending applications from the previous year, made a
total of 3,085 applications to be considered during the year. One
thousand five hundred ninety two (1,592) mﬁﬁ%mﬁoﬁm were wmﬂmﬁa
consideration on June 30, 1947.

By June 36, 1947 the total of 3,051 families with 8,125 children
were receiving services from the Child Welfare Bureau. This rep-
resenis an increase of 281 families and 795 ehildren over the cor-
responding figures for last year. XEighty seven per cent (87%)
{7,086) of these children were served in their own homes or in the
homes of relatives. .

One hundred ninety eight (198) boarding homes were used dur-
ing-the year. By June 30, 49 of these had been discontinued and
only 149 were rendering serviees to 309 children. A total of 402
children were cared for in boarding homes during the year. The
Burean spent the amount of $98,185.59 in this serviee during the
period under review.

During the year, 582 housekeepers rendered services to 1,967
children. A housekeeper is used when, as the result of desertion or
the death or illness of the mother, the children lack the necessary care.
A total of $52,257.24 was spent in this serviee during the year.

Psychiatrie service was provided for 41 children.

The Child Welfare Bureau continued studying the cases of ehil-
dren applying for admission to the Insular Home for Boys and.
Girls to determine eligibility for instituiional care. A total of 142
studies of this kind was made during the year,

A total of 33,005 cases were receiving public assistance at the
end of the fiscal year. A total of $2,936,042.50 was spent in publie
assistance grants during the year. The public assistance field
personrel conducted 133,171 office interviews and made 83,346 field
visits to applieants, clients and collaterals.

During the year 194647 a total of 8,560 applications were re-
ceived which, added to 37,975 pending consideration from the pre-
vicus year made a total of 46,535 applications before the considera-
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The eapacity of the hospital is 60 beds. At the beginning of this
report there were 52 patients; 17 patients were admitted during
the year, 5 were discharged and 13 deaths were registered; at the
end of the fiseal year there were 51 patients. The new drug, promin,
“has been iried on 40 patients, 31 of which, representing cases of
cutaneous leprosy, have shown marked improvement. There are
plans for improvement and sxpansion of the physieal facilities of
this institution. The services of a social worker, added during the
fiscal year of this report, have mueh contributed to making the life
of these inmatles more enjoyable. .

The five distriet hospitals, with a total bed ecapacity of 1,300
beds, had, at the beginning of the fiscal year under review, a total
patient population of 796; there were 22,355 admissions during the
year, which gives a total of 23,151 in-patients freated. There was
a total of 298,739 hospital days. There were 21,246 discharges and
1,037 deaths. The patient population at the end of the fiseal year
was 968. The autopsies performed during the year in all hospitals
ecombined numbered 179, ranging from 144 at the Bayamén hospital
to none at the Fajardo hespital. There was a total of 6,283 oper-
ations performed. These general services represent an increase in
the services as rendered during the previous year, in spite of the
faet that the epidemic of infantile paralysis imposed the necessity
of submitting two of the hospitals to certain quarantine restrictive
measures.

The Bayamén and Fajardo hospitals operated scheols of nursing
during the fiseal year of this report. The expansion of the faeilities
at the Bayamdn hospital has permitted the admission of a larger
number of students this year than in any previous year. During
‘the year of this report, affiliation was established with the Julid
Psyehiatric Hospital in Hato Rey, and withk the Demonstration
Center of the Rio Piedras Public Health Unit, for the provision of
training student nurses in psychiatry and publie health.

In accordance with the provisions of Act No. 107 of 1944 and
through specific legislative appropriation, the Department of Health
has contracted for ambulatory and hospital eare of cancer patients
by the Liga Puertorrigueita Contra el Cdncer in San Juan and the
Asociacién para lo Lucha Contra ¢l Cdncer in Ponee; these services
are renderéd on a fee and per diem basis. The Bayamén Distriet
Hospital, which is also provided with faeilities for the treatment of
these patients, participated in cancer control aetivities. Tight
hundred thirty four (834) eancer patients received freatment and

vy (GOUGlR .
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During the fiseal year of this report, the Bureau of Medicdl
Social Services had the responsibility for the planming, direction
and supervision of the medical soeial serviees in the overall public
health program within the Division of Public Health.

The work has been carried out through 37 medieal soeial workers
in 33 Publie Health Units, 5 Supervisors in the Distriet Supervisory
Offices and the personnel of the Bureau which includes a Consultant
assigned to erippled children serviees and a Supervisor in charge
of in-service training. The work has bheen carried out in close
association with physicians, publie health nurses, health edueators,
nutritionists, sanitary engineers and inspcetors, and others. Direet
case work services were rendered to a total of 15,865 patients, of
which by far the majority were tuberculosis patients,

By Aet No. 504 of April 30, 1946, the old Hospital Charities
Board was abolished and its funections were transferred to the
Division of Insular Hospitals organized as of July 1, 1946 as an
integral part of the Depariment.

It administers five distriet hospitals for the care of general aeute
medieal and surgical conditions at Bayamodn, Fajarde, Arecibo,
Aguadilla and Ponee with a structural bed capacity of 1,300 beds;
the Insular Psychiatric Hospital at Rio Piedras with a eapacity of
1,200 beds; the Insular Hospital for Lepers at Rio Piedras, with a
capaecity of 60 beds; five tubereulosis hospitals at Rio Piedras,
Guayama, Aibonito, Ponce and Mayagiiez, with a total bed capacity
of 1500; the reconstruction of old warehouses at Cayey will make
400 additional beds available for tubereulosis in the near future.
The distriet general hospitals and the tubereulosis hospitals serve
well defined geographical areas, except the Aibonito Tuberculosis
Hospital which, being for children, serves the entire Island. The
Psychiatrie and the Leper Hospitals serve in an island-wide
capacity.

Plans are in progress for the addition within the next two years
of at least 1,000 beds to the Insular Psychiatric Hospital. At the
beginning of this fiseal year there were 1,518 patients in the Insular
Psychiatrie Hospital; 478 were admitted during the year, and 523
were discharged. Statistics show the lowest number of deaths regist-
ered in this Hospital since 1936, a total of 79 as against up to 271
during the year 1941-1942. Fundamental changes in administration
were introduced during the year of this report.
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Following recommendations made by Mr. J. J. Bloomfield, of the
U. S. Publie Health Service, the Section of Industrial Hygiene was
established in the Bureau of Sanitation during the year of this
report. The personnel has been especially trained for this aetivity.
Most of the work performed by this Section during the latter part
of the fiseal year has been in the way of organization and planning.
Inspection forms were devised fer the condunet of sanitary surveys
and oceupational analyses. The necessary equipment for this work
has been ordered and will scon be available.

Through the Section of Soil Sanitation 9,746 inspeetions were
made; 1,001 privies were repaired; 8,709 aluminum privies were
distributed, and 8,286 eompletely installed. A total of 8,338 privies
were installed in the rural zone, of which 8,129 were aluminum and
209 frame privies. There is a total of 2,435 privies in our ware-
house.

Maternal health services are condueted through the personnel
of the Public Health Units, where 6,678 clinic sessions were held
for this purpose during the year;. 20,876 patients, expectant
mothers, admitted, as compared to 17,402 during the previous year;
there were 54,319 return visits, as against 42,413 in the previous
yvear. At the end of the fiscal year, 11,176 active eases remained
in the active files of the Public Health Units, as compared to 9,460
in the previous year.

Through a cooperative effort of the Department of Health and
the munieipal authorities of Rie Piedras, o maternity service with
40 beds is operated, inereased te this capacity during the year from
a previous eapaeity of 24 beds. Other improvements were also made
both in the physical plant and in the organization. A total of
1,357 deliveries were made, an inercase of 443 over the previous
year; there was only one maternal death and 9542 per cent of
1,877 babies were born alive. Improvements to fhe nursery were
also effectuated.

Through the Distriet Hospitals, the Bureau of Crippled Children
and the Red Cross, a great many defects found in school ehildren
are remedied; many still remain unecared for. The activities of
the School Hygiene Section are educational to a very large extent,
so nuch so, that 145 conferenees were given to parents by medieal
officers, 778 by nurses and 75 by nutritionists. A total of 75,412
children were inspected by nurses in the classroom during the year
of this report for screening purposes; 18,898 were examined by
physicians in the School Hygiene Clinies. Immunization campaigns
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hacteriological standards required. FEfforts have been made to guar-
antee the purity of bottled waters through the correetion of defi-
ciencies in the plants or in the bottling proeesses.

The Section of Stream Pollution and Industrial Wastes, ereated
in April 1947, has ecarried out preliminary organizational work
condueive to the protection of the publie health, the agrienltural
and industrial interest, the future sources of water supply for publie
use, and the general beauty of our bodies of water for the selaece
of our people and as an encouragement for the development of
the potential tourist industry. To these ends, the Department eof
Health sponsored a bill which was approved on May 12, 1947,
ereating the Stream Control Commission with powers to regulate
the peliution of our streams and surrounding waters. It hrings into
a single body all the agencies which are, in one way or another,
interested in maintaining ecertain quality standards in our waters.
The preliminary work so far conducted has been concerned not only
with streams but also with swimming pools and bathing beaches.

The Section of Foed and Drug Sanitation, as part of the general
sanitation program, enforces measures which tend to guarantee the
quality of food both as it is produced and distributed and mainly
from the bacteriological standpoint. .

The overall inspection of the tw&ﬁmmom. sale, transportation and
distribution of milk has been emphasized and strengthened. There
has been some improvement in many dairies, particularly those that
sell milk to pasteurizing plants. The present organization and the
personnel available have not permitted the eclose supervision that
is desirable. An attempt has been made to give each dairy ome
inspeetion each month and a complete and uniform record system
has been developed to be used for the milk supply inspections.

During the past several years, the milk centrol work has been
operating under an inadequate milk code. A new set of regulations
is now under study, the enforcement of whieh will greatly improve the
quality of the milk consumed in the Island.

The restaurant sanitation work is a relatively new activity of
the Section of Food Sanitation, and has received a great deal of
impetus during the fiscal year of this report. New regulations for
restaurants and eating and drinking establishments, are ready for
promulgation. Foeod handling eourses have been offered to workers
in food establishments, through the efforts of the Office of Health
Hducation, the Section of Food-Sanitation and the Department of
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of major drainage operations and the finding and treatment of ma-
laria cases {carried out through the Public Heslth Units by the
Barean of Epidemiology with the cooperation of the Bureaun of
Malaria Conirol).

- No major malaria epidemie was registered during the year. Two
smeall outbreaks were reported, one at Barrio Mano Manca between
Caguas and Gurabo, and another at Barrio Navarro of Gurabo;
both were rapidly controlled through the use of larvicides, treatment
of the siek and residual spraying of houses with DDT.

The Buresu conducts weekly surveys of breeding areas around
towns where control by means of larvieides, minor drainage and
weed clearing is being carried out. ‘Such survers were made at
12 different localities.

Puring June 1947, three prominent malariologists made a study
of the island of Vieques to determine whether operations counld be
undertaken which would lead to the eomplete eradication of the
Albimanys mosquito from said isléind. These were Dr. Justin M.
Andrews, Senior Seientist of the U. S. Public Health Serviee, Sani-
tary Engineer Frank Tetzlaff of the U. S. Public Health Service,
and Dr. Harold Trapide of the (orgas Memorial Laboratory in
the Cznal Zome. Extensive studies were conducted, with the eco-
operation of the Bureau of Malaria Contrel, which led to the con-
clusion that the eradication of the mosguito from the island of
Vieques was feasible and should be attempted as a projeet in whieh
the Government of Puerto Rieo and the U. S. Public Health Ser-
vice would participate.

Major drainage projeets for the eontrol of malaria were carried
out in the Ponce-Santa Isabel-Salinas area, where malaria offers
the greatest urgency. In this area, the work accomplished has per-
manently eliminated more than two-thirds of all the important
breeding area. .

The Burean of Malaria Control carried out a constant entomo-
logical evaluation of the effectiveness of control measures and constant
mwﬁumaﬁo& of the prevalence of pest mosquitoes, the latter in the-
San Juan-Santuree area in particular.

The Bureeu of Senilotion is in charge of general environmental
sanitation as a means of preventing disease by eliminating or con-
trolling environmental faetors whieh may form links in the ghain
of transmission of disease. These environmental factors include soil,
food, milk and its products, water supplies, wastes, rats and insee}
carriers, housing, drainage and many others.
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Among the leading causes of reporisbie sickness for the year
1946, syphilis lead the list with 24.3 per cent of the total number
of eases reported; tuberculosis, in all forms, cecupied second place
with 193 per cent; gonorrhea followed with 18.1 per cent. Im-
portant increases were recorded for dysentery and poliomyelitis,
slight inereases for schistosomiasis, mumps and tuberculosis; im-
portant decreases were registered for malaria, typhoid fever and
endemic murine typhus fever. Minor decreases oecurred in filariasis,
gonorrhea, influenza, measles, ophthalmia mneonatorum, puerperal
fever, syphilis and pertussis. No appreeiable change was registered
for diphtheria and tetanus.

Under the teehnieal supervision of the Bureau of Epidemiclogy
and through the personnel of the Public Health Units, a total of
140,967 persons were vaccinated against smallpox as compared with
79,096 persons in 1945; 37,807 children, mostly under 5 years of
age, were immunized against diphtheria as eompared to 24,811 in
1945, during the same period; 44,209 persomns were vaccinated
against typhoid fever as compared to 16,929 in 1945.

Through the Bureau, diphtheria antitoxin, diphtheria toxoid,
typheid and smalipox vaecines were provided for free administration
in immunization campaigns or for the treatment of cases. Anti-
malarial drugs were also distributed free wherever needed.

The isolation .of infectious eases 8 earried out at the Distriet
Hospitals where special isolation wards with 25 beds eaeh are
provided.

The Tuberculosis Cenfers examined a total of 144219 persons
as against 104,934 during the previous year, performed 155,923
fluoroscopie examinations (128,752 during 1945-46) and took 21,105
X-ray films of the chest (16,602 in the previous fiscal year). Of
the X-ray films taken, 6059 were interpreted to show evidence of
active tuberculosis; films were only taken, as a rule, when justified
by the result of fiucroseopie examination. The 5,058 patients treated
at Tuberculosis Centers received a total of 52,753 pneumotherax in-
sufffations, whieh indicates more activity this year than during
1945-1946. At the end of the year 1,303 patients were under
treaiment. i

The traveling (trailer) fluoregraphic unit and a portable flucro-
graphie unit were used for survey work in schools, factories, govern-
mental groups, housing projects, rural areas, fowns, ete. A toial
of 18,973 fluorographie films were thus taken, as compared to 13,139
in the previous year; 98.3 per cent were negative for tubereulosis;

- Gouogle



32 FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

reaching ihe publie are used in disseminating the educational pro-
grams, in which physicians, nurses, saniiary engineers and inb-
spectors, nuiritionists, social workers, and cominunity groups par-
ticipate. The unit aims at making every worker in public health a
health edueator.

The Bureaw of Public Health Laboratories performed 974,654
tests, an increase of 17.03 per cent over last vear’s work. For the
diagnosis of syphilis, 594,375 tests were made. There was a decrease
in the number of smears examined for the gonoeoccus by the Gram
stain, but a marked inerease in the more accurate cultura' method
of examination of material for this ctiologie agent. The 44,336
smears examined represent a diminution of 20.99 per eent and the
7,520 cultural examinations represent an inerease of 31.4 per cent
over the examinations performed the previous year.

New techmique has been developed for the examination of food,
frozen desserts and implements use:d in restaurants, and of con-
tainers in the milk industry, and for the determination of contam.
ination in the manufacture of frozen desserts.

A total of 146,768 feeal examinations were performed for par-
asites; 38,208 blood smears were examined for malaria; 33,925
samples of exudates examined for diphtheria, and 917 fecal samples
cultured for bacillary dysentery. There were also performed 2,571
fecal and blood eultures for the diagnosis of typlhoid fever; 3,240
blood agglutination tests for typhoid, paratyphoid, B. ebortus and
B. proteus OX-19; 60,776 urine examinations, and 1,030 blood
counts, with 685 hemoglobin determinations. In all eases an increase
was registered over last year’s performance, along with a general
improvement of eonditions. .

A total of 14,596 samples of water from all water systems were
baecteriologically examined; 12,120 from water systems_with puri-
fication plants, and 2,563 from aqueduety without treatment plants.
Thirteen brands of bottled drinking water and 953 samples of ice
were examined. Baetericlogical examinations of mik samples to-
talled 3,200, and of food and beverages, 135. Biologieal produets
prepared for distribution to Distriet and Ausxiliary Laboratories
included 45,368 ec. of serological antigens, 3,413 ee. of typhoid,
paratyphoid, proteus and brucellesis antigens.

The Bureau of Chemistry operates a Central Laboratory and 5
branch laboratories under the technical supervision of the Bureau
but attached to the District Public Health Laboratories. The Burean
of Chemistry analyzed chemically, cxamined mieroscopieally, or
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

During the year under review Dr. Juan A  Pons was appointed
Commissioner of Health to suceeed Dr. A. Fernds Isern, whoe had
heen appointed Resident Commissioner in Washington. Dr. Pons
took over on November 22, 1946, when the Departmenti was in the
midst of the problems of post-war readjustment.

Although some progress has been attained, Puerto Rico is still fae-
ing very serious social and eecomomic problems. With the large pop-
nlation and low per capita income of the Island, this year witnessed
what is perhaps the highest rate of natural inerease in population of
any country in the world in recent years.

From 80 to 90 per cent of the population is Mwwommmwm% indigent,
and fully 80 per cent of the medicine that is praeticed in Puerto
Rieo is publie medicine. Most of this, especially as praeticed by the
municipal organizations, is now substandard medicine, not registered
in the morbidity and infirmity statistics, and whieh, in the light of
the newer knowledge, constitutes a Hability rather than an asset.
The medicine that is praeticed at an insular level can stand mueh im-
provement.

Fully 19,523, or T0.8 per eent of the 27,570 persons who died
during the year, had not been seen by the physieiuns who certified
the causes of their deaths.

The progress attained in the field of publie health is evidenced
by the downward trend of the death rate, which established a new
record of low mertality in the Island. The death rate from all
causes deereased sharply to 13.2 deaths per 1,600. There were
88,729 births registered during the year, which execeded the num-
ber of deaths by over 60,000, with a ratio of over 3 births to each
death. This gives our Island a rate of natural increase of 29.6 per
1,000 population, one of the highest for any country in the world.
Infant mortality has eontinued the decreasing trend observed during
the last few years. Stillbirths rate dropped from 554 to 52.9 in
19486,

Diarrhea and enteritis continue fo held the first place among the
causes of death, followed closely by tuberculosis, which showed a
slight inerease. The control and prevention of these diseases is the
main concern of the public-heaith aectivities of the Departmént of
HBealth.

There were 76 urban health centers and 94 public health subunits,
most of the latter in the rural areas, in operation during the year.
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with Federal and Insular school hineh legislation. The program
inetudes 1,394 school lunchrooms serving free lunches to 174,123 chil-
dren, 417 milk stations serving 23.143 children. and 39 nursery
sehools attended by 1,400 children; the last two, which are consid-
ered child care centers, have separate organizations and are operated
independently. By virtue of two statules, Aect No. 328 and Public
Law No. 396, the Department of Bducation assumed complete control
of and responsibility for the school lunchrooms in Puerto Rieo. Act
No. 328 aunthorized the Commissioner of Edueation to establish rules
and regulations for the selection of personnel, to make all appoint-
ments, to make direct purchases, and to aecept econtributions and
donations from all sources. Publie Law No. 396, known as the Na-
tional School Luneh Aet, led to important changes in the syvstem of
Federal support of school lunehrooms. Previously the Federal Gov-
ernment donated food eomimodities; under the new law, a definite
amount is allowed for each Iunch meeting certain nutritional stand-
ards. This change placed new and important respousibilities upon
the Sehool Luneh Division. It became necessary to assume the res-
pousability for the purchasing of all foodstuffs and for the aeeonnt-
ing of Federal and Insular funds appropriated for the program. In
this eonnection, the U. 8. Department of Agriculture offered full co-
operation and acted as purchasing agent for the division in the
acquisition of food eommodities hought on the JMainland. Island
purchases were made through the purchasing section with the eo-
operation of the Puerto Rieo Service Office and through the local
offices of the Superintendents of Schovls. A total of 11,667,162 pounds
of food eommodities were purchased in the eontinental United States,
and 8,337,599 pounds were purchased lorally. In addition, the
United States Department of Agrienliure donated 4,400,600 pounds
of foodstuffs for use by the lunchroems. The origimal [usular ap-
propriation for the operation of the program for the fiseal year
1946~47 was $2,600,000. Later, this appropriation was inercused by
the amount of $900,0060 through Act No. 9 of Julv 26, 1946, lMore-
over, Aet No. 1 of December 15, 1946, wlich provided for an increase
in the salaries of all government cmiployees, allocated a total eof
$379,050.34 for the paymoent of the additional compensation to lunch-
room employees for the period from Devember 16, 1946 to JJune 30,
1947. When the program operated on the basis of food donations,
the estimated eontribution of the U. S. Covernmeni was sbout
$2,500,000. However, according to the appropriation made by Con-
gress under the National School Lumneh Aet, Puerto Rico was only
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examinations in different subjeets of the high sehool curriculum and
passed 652 of them. Thus, 61.4 per cent of all examinaticns given in
the different high school subjects were passed. A tfotal of 18 high
school and 18 eighth grade diplomas were issued to students who
completed the requirements for graduation.

The following diplomas were issued by the Bureau of Adult and
Tixtension Activities: general eourse—1,554, eommerecial course—74,
diversified occupations course—12, junior high school—500, eighth
grade—2,249, sixth grade—2,620, and 245 certificates of equivalence.

During the school year 154647 the services in visual education
rendered to the publie schools, government agencies, and private
institutions have been of paramount importance.

The School of the Air operated on both day and evening sched-
ules. The day programs, which included morning and afternoon
broadeasts, were intended for the classroom. The evening programs
were intended for the public ip general and for the adult sehools.
The School of the Air has always eooperated generously with gov-
ernmental eduecational, and cultural organizations.

During the school year 194647, a iotal of 6,413 students, in-
cluding 458 veterans, was enrolled in the all-day classes of voca-
tional agriculture. This represents a substantial increase over the
previcus year. Canning activities were stressed at twenty agrieul-
tural eenters. Approximately 3,000 eans of produects were donated
to the UNRRA during the year.

In 1946-47 there were 96 aetive chapters of the Future Farmers
of America in Puerto Rico with a total membership of 4,518, Four
distriet eonventions, thirteen (federation) institutes, and four dis-
triet institutes were held during the year. The insular convention
was held at Ric Grande, June 10 to 13. The F.F. A. Loans and
Awards Association was ereated by Aect No. 341 of the Insular
Legislature on April 17, 1946. To date this association has made
62 short-term loans totaling $1,350 to lccal F. F. A. members.

The Vocational Trade and Industrial Edueation program under
Insular and Federal auspices, has been in operation in Puerto Rieco
gsince 1932. The program started with seven teachers, one super-
visor, and one assistant supervisor. During the infervening decade
and a half this group has grown to fifty-four teachers, fifteen di-
versified oecupation coordinators, seven loeal directors, and four
supervisory staff members. The Trade and Industrial Edueational
program is eoncerned with the training of prospective workers for
industrial pursuits and of employed persons io enable them fo do
more efficient work.

vzt o (GOCgle
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rhythmie activities, singing games, mineties, story plavs, horseshoes,
and folk dancing. as well as modified forms of softhall, volleyball,
and buaskethatl for fifth and sixth graders .

Vith the cooperation of the Sehool of the Nir it is planned 1o
organize a library of recordings of Unerto Riecun mmusie interpreted
by Puerto Biean musielans. These recordings will be circulated
among the sehools. They shewld prove of inestimable value in ae-
quainting the children with their own music and artists,

During the school year 1946-17 iheve were 133 rural seeond
units with an enrollment of 16420 stndeuts in the seveath. cighih,
and ninth grades. Seventh and cighth grades were also ovganized
in 334 other raral centers. The emothinent figures represent an in-
ereuse of 2052 ¢rer the number of students enrolled Iast year.

Mueh progress was achieved ihrough the cooperaiive oiforts of
all loesl supervisors and leachers of second unifs in the discussion
of loecal situations and problems. Particular emphasis was placed on
the evaluation of the material of instruetion and on units of work
which have already been sent to the teachers.

During the course of the sehool year 194647 the Secondary
Sehool Division was formed and a single director was appointed to
take charge of both the junior and senior high schools. This action
constitutes the most significant chanee in the general administration
of the secondary sehool since the reorganization of the sehool system
in 1942-43

The five years ‘which bave elapsed sinee the juhior high school
movement was inaugurated have wiinessed a marked growth in both
the number and size of these schools. In 194243 when the school
system was reorganized, 58 urban junior high schools were estab-
lished; they enrolled a total of 18,161 students. By 1946-47, how-
ever, there were 93 urban junior high schools with an enrollment
of 42,459 and a teaching staff of 1,795.

An extension course in health eduecation was offered by the
University of Puerto Rico at Caguas, Rio Piedras, Ponce, Areecibo,
Guayama, San Juan, and Mayagiiez. This course comprises the
orientation, objectives, and philosophy of the health edueation and
public health programs. Short orientation courses were also given
at the Department of Health and the School of Tropical Medicine.

In the native handieraft classes in the rural junior high schoels
the pupils are trained in the use of the natural resources of the
Island, such as straws, rushes, fibers, fruits, shells, and roots, in
addition to horns, turtle shells, and others.

~Gougle
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and better incomes for the farm families; development of a betler
scientific attitude towards agrieulture and home economics ag a means
of atiaining a higher efficiency of production in general and eonse-
quently improving the well-being of our people; development of -
good leadership in the rural areas through proper education and
orientation of adults and youth as a means of helping in the solution
of problems encountered by rural families, and creating in them
the desire of keeping their farms and homes for themselves and for
their ehildren.

This work has been accomplished with adults, both men and
women, boys and girls in both rural and urban areas. To conduct
this work, all teaching methods have been used by the Extension
Serviece. This inecludes resulis and method demonstrations, leader
trajning meetings, Extension schools, 4-H boys and girls camps, con-
ferences, meetings, publications, radio programs, news releases, visual
education, tours, personal farm arid home visits, ete.

Foed ersp production in home and market gardens was the ma-
jor aetivity of the year. The problem of food supply was worse
during 1946 than during the war years. Production campaign work
had its problems due mainly to shortages of seeds and of fertilizers.
A total of 17,776 home gardens in which vegetables, fruits and other
minor erops are ineluded, was planied during the year with a total
acreage of 2,844 aceres, with an average-size garden of .16 acre. These
17,776 home gardens were distributed as follows: 2,421 in the urban
zone, 2,356 planted by 4-H boys and girls and 12,999 by adults in
the rural zone. These home gardens eovered a total acreage of
2,844.16 acres.

During the year 11 training meetings and 52 meetings of other
kinds were held in the rural areas and & total of 23 farm and home
visits were made by the Extension hortieunlturist. The literature
distributed on food production through our personnel in the form
of circulars and pamphlets made a total of 14,382 copies.

In the food production campaign for home use as well ag for
market, the matters of seed selection and of insect and disease control
were given special consideration. Four thousand two hundred and
twenty-nine farmers were assisted with seed selection praetices;
4,168 were assisted with inseet and disease control measures and 2,598
with fertilizer application methods. ) \

Food preparation and conservation work during this year have
been eharacterized by the efforts exerted by all Extension workers
especially home demonstration agents and nutrition specialists towards
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Handieraft and home indusiries have been started in many 4H
and home demonstration clubs. In 4-H clubs, 1,549 girls were en-
rolled completing a total of 16,799 articles made out of native raw
materials. Some of these artieles were used in the homes and others
were sold loeally as souvenirs.

This year there has been considerable progress in home industry.
Home industries showed an addition fo the rural family income of
about $52,509.90. Families reported value of produets sold amount-
ing to $20,509.90. A tofal of 5,385 rural families followed the prac-
tiees recommended by the clothing program.

The home management program of the Extension Service was
emphasized during this year with the appointment of a new home
management speclalist. Her special attention was directed towards
determining the particular needs of the different counties and how
the home management program could be made effective to meet these
necessities. The housing problem in the rural areas of the Island is
a very serious one. The fact that a great number of families Hve in
houses that are badly construected, unsanitary, and which need great
deal of repair, makes necessary an intensive educational program in
home management. The high prices of construction materials made
it very difficult and even impossible for some families to accomplish
necessary improvemenis in their houses. Three hundred forty—four
families were assisted in improving. and arranging their kitchens.
Three hundred seventy—three received instruections on how to build
a suitable water supply for their homes. Four hundred twenty-—nine
families were assisted in the construction of 880 articles used as fur-
nishings for their homes. These articles had a total value of
$2,173.50. Eight hundred twenty—five projects were completed by
4-H girls and 312 by the adults in bedroom, living rcom, and dining
room improvement, as a result of which 1,050 rooms were improved.

The shortage in food produets, clothing and household furnishings
and the eonstaunt rise of prices have made families aware of the need
of stretching the dollar to the limit. Under a program of consumer.
education 8,578 families were assisted with consumers buying prob-
lems. Farm families saved an estimated amount of $22,974.50 by
merely following home management practices. Families were encour-
aged to save money by buying and keeping war bonds and stamps, as a
resuit of which 404 families bought $8,466 worth of such bonds and
stamps.
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average priee of $2.00 per galion. Thirty-four 4-H club members.
developed and completed bee projects in which they produced 1,470
gallons of honey.

More than a million baby chicks were introduced in the Island
during this year, being a great help in the produetion of broilers for
local consumption. Aectuslly there are about 30 commercial farms
which have received technical help from the Extension Serviee with
respect to disease control praetiees, feeding practices, and general
management of equipment. A big eampaign for the eradieation of
pullorum was developed by the Extension Serviee during the year.

Pifty result demonsirations in poultry raising for meat and egg
production were condueted in whieh general feeding and manage-
ment practices were taught. Thirty 4-H projecis were condueed by
boys and girls, each of which raised an average of 20 animals.
Bighty-nine farm and home visits were made by the poultry special-
ist to give direet instruetion to adults and 4-H'ers. Tweniy—five
method demonstrations were given to a fotal of 256 farmers, 4-H
boys and girls. Twelve judging teams were organized with a mem-
bership of 72 4-H boys and a total of 30 training meetings were given
to 936 leaders, which helped in the development of the project.

Two Extension schools with an attendance of 74 people were eon-
dueted during whieh the best practices of poultry raising and eon-
trol of parasites and diseases were taught. Seven different films were
exhibited and seven different ¢ireulars on poultry were prepared and
distributed as a means of instructing rural families.

In the fruit project, great emphasis was given during this year
to practices such as inseet and disease eontrol, fertilizing, production
of propagative material and pruning, A eaampaign was developed
looking towards the establishment of a fruit orchard in every farm.

Through an intensive campaign we have stimulated the canning
of all fruits in excess of the ones comsumed fresh, to be kepi for
seasons of searcity. During the year 484 new orchards were estab-
lished and 39,759 fruit trees were planted, Two hundred forty-
eight seedbeds were established in which 7,776 small frees were
produced and 36 new nurseries were planted with a total of 14,191
seeds. Three hundred eighty farmers received insiructions on seed-
helped in obtaining fruit seedlings and 1,191 were helped in obtaining
seeds. Three handred eight farmers received instructions on seed-
_bed preparations, 454 in fertilizing practices, 369 in insect comtrel
practices, 364 in disease control practices, 171 in weed control
measures and 20 in the use of lime.
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the Extension personnel in relation to the organization and establish-
ment of the soil eonservation distriets. .

Four-H elub work is a very important phbase of the Extension
work conducted by the Agrienltural Extension Service of the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico. The 4-H club program is essentially edu-
cational and is directed towards the development of a scientific
attitude in agriculture as well as in the solution of the many prob-
lems in the rural homes.. During this year an enrollment of 13,987
4-H club members, grouped in 530 4-H clubs, was attained, of whieh
6,951 are girls and 7,036 boys. This enrollment, which took place
in 335 “‘barrios’’ in the Island, represent a 15 per cent increase over
last year’s enrcllment.

With the eduecational program of our Extension Service, reerea-
tional activities for rural people, adults and young, as a means of
producing some amusement to the farm familes, were econducted.

Nine demonstration farms operated during the year for the im-
provement of cattle, produetion of good selected seed, development
of result and method demonstrations, conducting of demonstration
tests with erops and animals in cooperation with the Experiment
Station, and the celebration of farmers meetings for the purpose
of informing farmers and others on the latest developments on agri-
cultural and home economies. :

Landseape gardening work as developed by the Agrieultural Ex-
tension Service is intended towards the edueation of the rural pop-
ulation in the best ways and means of improving their house sur-
roundings in order to make their places more attractive and render
life easter and happier in the rural areas.

Resulis obtained in forestry work during last year are very eu-
couraging. The distribution of trees and the teaching about how
to plant and care them is an important part of the educational
program of the Extension Serviece. Agricultural agents eooperated
intensively in the forestry program of the year helping in the dis-
tribution of about 3,000,000 forest trees. The planting of forest
trees and the development of practiees tending to the improvement
of existing forest areas have beern emphasized in around 2,330 euerdas
of land.

Fire SERVICE

The Insular Fire Service answered during the year under review
907 calls, of which 202 resulted in serious fires, 635 in small fires
of firebreaks and 34 were false alarms. Losses were estimated at
$1,055,175.23, of which $368,467.50 oceurred in the distriet of San
Juan. There were 14 casualties.
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all expenses ineurred in hauling and losses were ic be absorbed
by the Interior Department, ended as of June 30, 1946, the hauling
expenses and losses were charged as a direct loss to the Working
Capital Fund.: .

Price Support Program activities were carried on at purchasing
and distribution centers in Ponce, Mayagiiez, Arecibo and Caguas.
By agreement with the Vegetable Cooperatives at Aibonito, Barran-
quitas, Corozal, Jayuya, Lares, Utuade and Villalba, they acted as
purchasing agents for the Program.

This Program was to be ended as of the closing of this fiseal
year, but an extension of one month was agreed upen, in order to
liquidate all transaections and equipment of the Program. This Pro-
gram was transferred to us by the Federal Distribution Adminis-
tration on April 18, 1945.

The Market News Serviee funectioned as a supplement to and in
cooperation with the Price Support Program. Information on sup-
ply, demand and priees of food crops obtained from several leeal
markets, was daily broadeast and circularized among farmers, gov-
ernment ageneies and other interested parties. The Market News
Service supplied farmers with adequate information which served
as a guide for them to decide where to ship their products for higher
prices aceording to market conditions. A monthly summary was
sent to the several Insular and Federal agencies for statistical pur-
poses. This service was transferred to the Department of Agricul-
ture of Puerto Rico in April 1947.

The General Supplies Administration made during the year 222
transactions with the Federal Surplus Property Office of Puerte Rieo
{now the War Assets Administration), involving $217,497.37. 'This
amount inecindes direct purchases from the War Assets Adminis-
tration in the Continent. The merchandise acguired was sold to
municipal governments, Insular Government departments, authorities
and instrumentalities, and private institutions, for $244,863.45,
which included cost of transpertation and repairs of antomotive
equipment.

Imports of beef from the Dominican Republic eontinued during
the year. Some 2,278,632 pounds of beef were imported, with a
subsidy cost of $136,717.95.  This subsidy enabled a large number
of people to obtain beef. ' o

The General Supplies Administration had to impert from the
Dominiean Republic and United States (Brazilian) 36.575.42 Cwts.
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The Commercial Division was very active this year. Large quan-
tities of riee, pork, lard, ecooking hams, salted pork, coffee and other
cornmodities were handled by this Division. This Division also aets
as purchasing agent for the Lunch Room Program {Department of
Bducation) and Milk Stations (War Emergency Program). It also
provides staple commeodities for the different Insular Government in-
stitutions.

During the year there were received 22,458 reguisitions for pur-
chase of materials, equipment and/or services.

From the total of 16,553 requisitions for purchase of materials,
supplies and eguipment, 16,163 were processed by the ceniral Pro-
curement Division of the Serviee Office, with a total of 19,558 pur-
chase orders issued, aggregating $7,158,867.78. This sum represents
the amount of business placed in the loeal market. 384 requisitions
for purchase were transmitied to our branch office in the United
States, covering materials, supplies and equipment to be precured in
the coniinental market, at a totzl cost of $336,724.60. Purchases
made both in the local and continental markets amounied, therefore,
in total to $7,495,592.38.

During the latter part of fiscal year 1946-47 the agreements en-
tered into by and between the Government of Puerto Rico and the
Departments of State and Interior of the United States were fermi-
nated due to decreases in the Federal budgets, which made it im-
possible for the Department of the Interior to continue rendering
their assisfanee in purehasing activities and made it impossible also
for the Department of State to continue the handling of our ship-
ments through the U. S. Despatch Agency. A branch office was
immediately established in the City of New York to handle our pur-
chasing and dispatching services on the Continent.

An increase of 3,907 requisitions handled. equivalent to 21.06 per-
eent over the number of requisitions handled the previous fiseal year,
was recorded.

The amount of orders placed during this fiscal year exceeds by
$1,391,648 the value of orders placed the previous fiseal year, which
is equivalent to a net inerease of 22.8 percent.

The Printing Division increased its sales during the present fis-
cal year in an amount equal to $86,190.04, or 24.76 percent over the
sales of the previous fiseal year.

The Transpertation Division recorded an increase of $20,908.89,
or 32.05 percent over the amount of sales the previous fiscal year,

The Warehouse Section increased its sales by $101,991.83, or 28.26
percent over the sales of the previous fiseal year.
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to reach this figure had to be provided by the Authority oui of its
own funds. Other 7 projects are being executed exclusively with
Insular funds,

Appropriations made for housing since 1938 have been: $4,500,090
borrowed from the Federal Public Housing Anthority on the basis
of 3 loan contract payable in 60 years at 214 percent, and $13,100,0600
from Insular funds.

Sites for housing projects have been sequired during the year in
Rio Piedras, Vega Baja, Ponee and Orocovis, at a cost of $136,806.26.

" Plans and specifications were completed for Land and Utility
Projeects and other projects at Humaecao, Coamo, Salinas, Areeibo, San
Lorenze, Guaynabo, Cayey and Afiases, and also for the extension of
a garage and warehouse and a central office building.

The main projeet that has been programmed and planned during
the year is thaf of ‘‘San José’’ in Hato Rey. This is a site compris-
ing 520 euerdas of land which will be developed in connection with
the rehousing of the families t¢ be removed from ‘‘El Fanguito”’
when this shum is cleared. The magnitude and eomplexity of this
project, which copstitute the planning and development of a eity of
over 35,000 souls, has kept busy most of the Authority’s staff during
the year. The preliminary work in drawings has been completed and
the final ones are being prepared looking forward to advertise for the
development of the first stage of the projeet early in the Fall. This
first stage shall consist of 1,000 permanent units, 515 land and utili-
ties, and 540 private lots o be sold to families of moderaie ineome
and is intended for the rehousing of the families of ** Bl Fanguito’”
oceupying the portion on both sides of the road to Bayamoén.

The money so far appropriated for rchousing the dwellers of “‘El
Fangnito’” will be ecommitted in this first stage of the project. The
planning of other stages, 5 in number, will follow in succession and
will be ready for prompt construetion as soon as acilitional funds are
appropriated for the purpose.

As of the close of business on June 30, 1047, the Authority has
completed or almest completed housing developments in Catafie, San
Lorenzo, Lares, Cavey, Coameo, Salinas, San (fermén, Aguadilla, Gua-
vama and Humaecsao.

Two experimental buildings comprising four dwellings each are
under eonstruetion at the ‘‘Land and Utilities”” projeet at Humaeao.
The purpese of this experiment is to test the feasibility of the con-
struetion of a “‘windmill”” building which eomprises 4 houses united

- Gougle
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cured. This year, however, due to a nation-wide campaign of the
Federal Public Housing Authority, the Puerto Rico Housing Author-
ity was informed that authorization could no longer be granted such
tenants to continue living in these prejects, and was urged to serve
eviction notices upon families who had become ineligible, allowing
them time to move. The Puerto Rico Housing Authority argued that
beeause of the inerease in the cost of living, the maximum income
Iimit for oceupaney established in 1941, when times were normal,
shouid be reasonably inereased too in harmony with present conditions.
Aceording to statisties of the Bureau of Labor Statisties, the cost of
Living had inereased over 200 pereent. This information was submit-
ted to the Federal Public Housing Authority, requesting that the
maximum inecome limit be raised to twice what it was in normal times.

During the fiscal year a complete audifing of all the books and
the accounis of the Federal-aided projeets was carried out by the
auditors of the Federal Public Housing Authority, and an audit of
the books and ‘accounts of the expenditures of Insular funds was
made by the Aunditor of Puerto Rico.

The accounts receivable of the 12 projeets since the date of opera-
tion up to the elose of business on June 30, 1947, smounted to
$3,112.97, ‘

After new homes are built and tenants from slums move in, soeial
work takes over, as a continuation of the slum clearance program of
the Authority. Socecial and eduecational activities during the year in-
cluded: Milk stations sponsored by the Public Welfare Division of
the Department of Health, where numerocus children take their bresk-
fast; school lunch rooms and elementary schools under the Depart-
ment of Edueation; maternal schools, visited weekly by a physieian
from the Department of Health, af{ which children were vaceinated
against small pox, whooping cough, diphtheria and measles; a voea-
tional-education center; a ‘‘Model Home’’ at the Rio Piedras Dev-
elopment, sponscred by the Home Economies Division of the Insular
Board for Voeational Eduecation, where tenant pupils are tanght home
eeonomies, cooking, serving, imterior decoration and other practieal
trades; 4-H Clubs for iraiming in farming, gardening and canning;
women’s elubs and temants’ associations, and varions types of co-
operativgs furthered by the Agricultural Exiension Service of the
University of Puerto Rico.

The tuberculosis eensus that was begun last year in our first
12 housing developments was finished, and 2,356 X Rays were taken
at the Bayamén, Manati, Yaueo, Arecibo, Isabela and Aguadilia hous-
ing developments.

=Gougle
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Health.” The purpose of all these experiments is to test the feasibil-
ity of the conmstruction of prefabrieated low-cost houses, available in
the American market, for people of low income in Puerto Rieo.
Several experimental houses of different types and costs were built
during the year.
InpustrIAL COMMISSION

A 1total of 2,515 cases were decided by the Industrial Commission
during the year. Under the Workmen’s Accident Compensation Aect,
appeals lie to the Supreme Court of Puertec Rico against decisions of
the Tndustrial Commission, only on gquestions of law, for on questions
of fact, the decigions of the Commission are final, except when the -
appreeiation of evidence of an expert nature is in confroversy, in
which case, appeals also lie to the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico.

Nineteen cases were taken on appeal io the Supreme Court, of
which thirteen were confirmed three were reversed, one was with-
drawzn, and two are still pending action.

The budget of the Industrial Commission for the fiscal year
1946-47 amounted to the sum of $85,643.62 of which $67,418.62 were
o cover salaries and $18,225 were appropriated to meet the general
expenses of the Commission. Of the sum appropriated for salaries
$65,279.04 were only expended.

The medical service of the Industrial Commission is of paramount
importance. There is hardly a matter brought to the consideration
of the Commission where a medieal gquestion is not involved.

The medical advisors of the Industrial Commission performed
1,537 medical examinations and rendered a like number of reports.
They appeared before the Commission to testify in 774 public hear-
mgs.

IxpusTrraL DEvELOPMENT CoMPaxy

The Development Company has completed its fifth fiseal vear in
the service of the People of Puerto Rico. [t has continued, as it
shall eontinue, its efforts to develop a diversified, solidly industrial-
ized economy. .

During the past tewlve months genuine progress was made. A new
subsidiary, the Shoe and Leather Corporation, went inte operation,
with promising results. By the end of the fiseal year, another sub-
sidiary, to manufacture heavy clay produets, had had suecessful test-
rupms.  Various American investors satisfied that Puerto Rico offers
them excellent industrial opportunities, decided to extend their opera-
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skills, has benefited by its familiarity with American standards of
produetion, and understands the meaning of managerial responsibility
and supervisory efficiency.

Az g forther incentive to investors, the Company started on Sep-
tember 12, 1945, its Aid to Industrial Development Program. This
Aid Program offers private industry umparalleled opportunities.
Under it the Company construets new factory buildings in Puerto
Rico in aecordance with the plans of potential imvestors. It leases
these plants at very low rentals for leng-term periods, with options
to purchase at eost. .

At the end of this fiseal year, the AID Program appropriated
$1,185,830 for the construction of 13 new faetory buildings. Two of
these—a leather wallet faetory and a hard candy plant—were com-
pleted and leased. The remaining buildings, which will be leased as
soon as they are available, are for such industries as artificial flowers,
pharmaceuticals, metal preducts, molded plywood, Jewelry, cloth
dyeing, art pottery, and hats. The lessees have agreed to employ,
after the first years of operations, a total of 2,891 workers, with an
annnal payroll of $1,510,600.

Coineident with the AID Program, the Puerto Rican Legislature
recently passed a ‘‘tax holiday’’ aet, which offers new industries a
blanket exemption from inecome, property and munieipal taxes, in ad-
dition to exemptions from excise taxes on machinery znd raw mate-
rials previously provided for by law. TUnder the bill, hone of these
taxes have to be paid by new industries established in Puerto Rico
after July 1, 1947. The ‘‘holiday” is to last until June 30, 1959,
daring the subsequent three years graduated low rates will go into
effect. In order to grasp the full significance of this it should be
bormne in mind that Federal Income Tax does not apply to the Island,
although it is a part of the United States. . .

As a result of the AID Program, and the “‘tax holiday’’ bill, sev-
eral well known American firms have already decided to extend opera-
tions to the Island. Af the proper time these firms will make their
determination known fo the public.  Outside investors are finding
that they reeeive a cordial reception from the people and Govern-
ment of Puerto Rico. Egqual industrial advantages are extended to
local investors se that they, tco, can prosper under free and fair
competition.

In its uneeasing efforts to further the prosperity of the Island,
the Company has not restricted itself to stimulate manufacturing
industry, but has perceived that Puerto Rico has all of the assets
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Effeetive July 18, 1945, the Handrierafts Division was reorgan-
ized and became the Fiber Textiles and Ceramic Shops. By eon-
centrating managerial and supervisory effort on the two more sue-
cessful handieraft operations, the Company is now in a mueh better
position to secure the high quality workmanship essential to aeguir-
ing and maintaining a stable foreign market.

The higher training standards, satisfactory personnel relations,
and employee welfare progress attained by the Company and its sub-
sidiaries was due largely to the work of the new Industrial Relations
‘Deparfment which successfully eompleted its first year of operation.
The Department instituted a modern training program, established
persorne] officers in each plant, and, through its Employment Section,
processed nearly 1,400 applications. It also gave aptitude and psy-
chological tests, and laid the foundation for an efficient long-range
employment program. It established laberatory and clinical services
in the Paper, Glass, and Cement faetories.

Collective bargaining sgreements were reached during the year
in the Glass and Paper subsidiaries, a jurisdictional dispute in the
Paper factory was solved through an election, and a new and mu-
tually satisfactory labor contract was agreed upen by management
and workers of the Cement Corporation.

As of June 1947, the Company and its subsidiaries employed an
average of 1431 persons a week, with a total yearly pasvoll of
$2.074,550.

The New York Office maintained by the Company was primarily
eoncerncd this past year with procurement, forwarding, and expedit-
ing. The Office assists the AID Program by distributing literature,
interviewing potential investors, and keeping American business men
informed as to industrial epportunities in Puerto Rico.

The. Company plans on a year of expanded production and in-
creased employment. It has already scheduled econstruction of a
new textile mill in Ponee which will employ more than 500 persons,
and has contraeted for the building of a yeast pilot plant capable
of produeing 1,000 pounds of dry yeast daily. Also scheduled for
construction during the coming year are the new hotel, a chinaware
plant, a smaler cotton textile factory, and four plants for processing
wheat and allied produets. Under the AID Program at least threc
new plants wiil be ereeted during the next fiseal year.
 (Geophysical research, which has indicated the presence of pos-
sible oil structures in two Island areas, will continue, and other
projects in the fields of physies, chemistry and engineering con-
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it to the improvement of tomatoes, papayas, grasses and onions,
and to the understanding of the general process of root and leaf
differentiation. )

Considerable progress was attained in developing a tomato which
grows well under local conditions and possesses good gquality, size
and shape and vresistance o diseases. Further work is, however,
necessary until all desirable characters of the parents (native and
imported varieties and species) are finally combined and fixed.
Some of the hybrids obtained outyielded the standard varieties
planted in the Island. .

A eollection of papaya varieties and species was assembled whieh
is now probably the best in the Caribbean and one of the largest
in existence. Ii eonsisis of nearly 100 aceessions including 2 genersa,
8 species, and over 72 distinct varieties or stocks. Trees coming
into bearing were evaluated for resistance to bunchy—top, fruit shape
and qguality and sex expression. All lines are being involved in
as many inter-speeific and inter—varietal crosses as possible.

Experiments on the flowering of onions have shown the possibility
of indueing flowering readily through the simple expedient of ver-
nalization. These results will make it possible n the future to
produce through breeding, varieties of onions adapted to Puerto
Rican conditions. ’ -

Cytological - studies on grasses were made, especially of the
Panicums (melojillo and guwinea), as a basie for a breeding pro-
gram, with the cooperation of the Agricultural Experiment Station.
Observations thus far made on chromosome strueture, number and
other eharacteristies account for the high percentage of pollen and
egg abortion recorded in the guinea group. Interesting results were
ebserved in studies made to determine sterility. - Penicles of the
P. maximum group set very poorly when covered with paper bags.
Percentages of seed set were increased to 24—44 by using especially.
designed funnels of wire sereen to eateh seeds as they were shed.

" Further and extensive studies on leaf and roots differentiation
in enttings substantiate results of chemical treatments conducted
and indicate that natural differentiation is controlled in a’ manner
similar to that indicated by experimental work. The natural dif-
ferentiation takes place by the establishment of a natural hormone
gradient between the proximal and distal eut surfaces. These find-
ings will have -application in the commereial propagation of plants
by euttings.

i.i‘! ¢
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develop normally under full sunlight. The seed used for those tests
was obtained from trees growing under full sunlight. Further
studies along these lines may mske possible the eultivation of coffee
under little shade, a condition most desirable for high produetivity.

Extensive tests were started to find varieties of ‘‘Chamalueo”
banana resistant to Panama disease. It is believed that resistant
strains exist on the Island, but studies along these lines must be
continued for a number of years before positive resulis are obtained.

Studies of Puerto Riean problems and areas and of regions of
the Caribbean and South Ameries were undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Eeonomic (Geography.

Geographical and economie studies were completed of the Cauea
and Calina valleys of Colombia; of St. Nevis and Kiits in the
British Lieeward Islands, and of the sugar and coffee industries of
Puerto Rico. Comparative studies of the economies of regions were
made with the object of arriving at methods te be used in order
to achieve a well-rounded agriculture and a balanced insular econ-
omy in Puerto Rieo.

InNSURANCE

The year 1946 sets & mark in the underwriting of insurance busi-
ness in Puerto Rico. Premiunms written amounted to $10,396,931.45
$10,396,981.45; losses paid, to $1,934,360.94. and losses ineurred,
$2,055,104.50.

A eomparison of premiums received and losses paid during the
vears 1945 and 1946 is as follows:

7
[ es | 1946 | Per Cent

Coverave : ! 1
PREMIVMS RECEIVED
Fire and Fire sad Marine. . p 33,435,912 76 1 $4.460,016.22 118.85
Casusity and Miscellanecus. 4 1462,831. 90 1.862, 924. 55 127.34
Life and Health...... ... . 3, 780, 468. 88 4. 473,990. 68 118,35
TOTALS. L e e $3, 659, 251, 40 | $10,306. 931. 45 120,07
LOSSES PAID
Fire and Fire apd Marine......... ........... ... $748, 753,96 $6%8, 447. 51 } 92. 68
Casualty and Miscofianeous. e C 412, 234.26 | - 320,742 ¢ 119.87
Lifesnd Health. .. ... .. ........ . . . . ... i 83, 413, 36 715,675.01 | 84. 20
FOTALS. . oottt e §2.041,008.48 | $%, 034,380, 94 94.77

The insurance in foree with life insurance companies authorized
to do business in the Island amounted to $96,786,962 of which
$19,591,432 were writfen in that year. A total of 1839 new policies
were written or revived which, of course. includes policies issued

+Gouogle
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During the regular session of 1946 of the Legislature of Puerto
Rico, Aet No. 466 was approved to provide mediezl and hospital-
ization serviees to the officials and employees of the Insular Govern-
ment for which purpose $200,0600 were approved for 1946-47. This
Aect authorizes the establishment of medical and hospitalization ser-
vices of an optional type for the benefit of the ofiicials and employees
of the Imsular Government, 50 per ‘cent of the cost thereof being
chargeable to the publie funds, and the balance to be paid by suech
officials or employees as may voluntarily have availed themselves
of said serviees. o

The Superintendent of Insurance is authorized under this Aet
to execute with the Hospital Serviee Assceiation of Puerto Rieo,
an association operated under the Blue COross System, as well as
with the Teachers Assoeciation of Puertoc Rico, the neeessary con-
tracts for the rendering of the services. i

This plan has been a great help to the majority of the govern-
ment employees, inasmuch as under the same, the Blue Cross Asso-
ciation has been willing and able to fix a special fee.

Over 4,700 teachers and more than 3,600 officlals and employees
of the Imsular Government had availed themselves of the henefits
provided for by Act Neo. 466 of April 25, 1546.

The cost of the serviee to the Insular Government as provided
for in Act No. 466 was $63,713.91, ineluding a reserve of $25,000
for encumbrances. , - .

The total certificates of authorization issued to insurance com-
panies, agents, hrokers, and other personnel of the insurance business
during 194647 amounted to 1,182 of whieh 1,107 were in force as
of June 30, 1947. Three new companies—one Ameriean, one Ca-
nadian and one domestic——were authorized during the year and two
more Ameriean companies were also in process of registration by
the end of fiseal year 1946-47.

The underwriters authorized to do business in Puerto Rieo sub-
mitted 1,201 forms for the approval of thg Superintendent of
Insurance.

Pederal, Insular and municipal government agenecies or instru-
‘mentalities referred to this Office for examination and certifieation,
838 fidelity and surety bonds.

In connection with the bonding of officers and employees of
municipal governments, the Auditor of Puerto Rico requested the
cooperation of this Offiee for a revision of the bonds issued by fi-
delity and surety companies so as to draft a standard form accept-
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make it uniform. Another committee was appointed fo study a
measure which provides for the regulation and definition of the duties
of the stenographers of the distriet courts of Puerto Rico.

There is also under consideration by the Couneil the propesed
reorganization of the judieial system of the Island. The Attorney
(General will submit to the Couneil a report on this subjeet.

MoaxuM WAGE BOAED

The Minimum Wage Law was amended by Aet No. 451, approved
May 14, 1947. Two main changes were made, both of which have
far-reaching effeets upon the funetioning of the Board. First, the
duty of enforeing the Board’s Mandatory Deerees was transferred
to the Department of Labor; second, the proeess of enaeting Man-
datory deerees was modified. Under the new procedure established,
Minimum Wage Committees have been abolished. The Board wiil eon-
sider all guestions relating to wages and hours as well as conditions
of work in a specific industry or business preliminary to the drafting
and enactment of a decree appliecable to suech mdustry or business.
Representatives of labor and management must be appointed by the
Chairman as speecial members of the Board for that purpese. A
tentative deeree shall be adopted by the Board so constituted, and
published. Personal interviews or public hearings may be held to
eonsider the views of all persons affected by the proposed decree and
after due consideration of all contentions, the Board proceeds to
issne a final deerce.

During the fiseal year 19461947 the Board issued two new man-
datory decrees and revised a third.

Mandatory Decree No. 12 applieable to the Transportation Ser-
vices was approved in December 1946 {o go into effeet on January 2,
1947, It is estimated to cover over 13,000 workers whese annual
pay roll is thereby increased in at least 234 million dollars, or addi-
tional annual ineome of $212 per worker. It prescribes wages of
40, 39 and 25 cents per hour, respectively, for skilled, semi-skilied and
unskilled railroad workers; and of 50, 40 and 39 cents per hour,
respectively, for the same groups of workers emploved in all other
branches of the transportation services.

An 8-hour day and & 48-hour week are established for all trans-
portation workers., Overtime must be eompensated at double the
rate paid for regular hours. Other provisions include a weekly
day of rest for employees who complete six days or forty—eight
hours of work during any week. Work performed during the day
of rest mmust be paid at twice the usual rate.

< Gougle :
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tion, the only records to be kept by the management are (1) per-
manent roll or card file of all employees; (2) payrolls which must in-
clude serial number of the employee, his name, occupation, regular
and extra hours worked, rate of compensation, additions or deductions
from the weekly salary, net amount received, and signature of the
employer or his representative; and, (3) the pay envelope on the
face of which there must appear items of information similar to those
requested in the payroll :

It is forther provided in this Regulation that the payrolls, col-
lective bargaining agreements, individusal labor confraets, and any
other records related to employees must be kept for a period of at
ieast three years after Japuary 2, 1947, when the Regulation took
effeet. :

During the year, the Board held nineteen regular, eleven special
and three exeeutive sessions, and three public hearings.

During the year the Division of Research and Statistics completed
two surveys, one of the furniture and woodworking industry and an-
other of the quarrying industry. Tn the first of these, 51 establish-
ments employing 626 workers were canvassed, representing as a sample
the 170 establishments and 1600 workers of that industry. The final
report was prepared but has pot been released yet.

The quarrying industry employs over 1,000 workers and is con-
stituted by some 180 establishments. The sample seleeted for this
study includes 26 quarries wherein 424 workers were employed. The
proeess of tabulation has been eompleted, averages and-other mea-
sures have been computed and the drafting of the report is under
way.

As a first stage, information from official sources needed for the
selection of appropriste samples and preliminary plans was collected
for proposed studies eovering the wholesale trade, fruit, and needle-
work industries. ; .

In response to a reguest for cooperation received from the Gen-
eral Supplies Administration, a special survey was conducted to de-
termine the cost of bread and to serve as a basis for the determina-
tion of the maximum legal price to be fixed by that ageney. Pro-
ducers had been claiming that, in view of their high operating costs,
especially materials and labor, the legal ceiling authorized was too
low.

Through an agreement between the Industrial Supervision Ser-
vice of the Department of Labor and the Minimum Wage Board, dur-
ing the year both agenecies cooperated in the enforecement of the
minimum wage decrees. Under the terms of this agreement, the

+ (GOT Mwﬂ
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Brief of the Government of Puerto Rico Presented to the Com-
mittee for Reciprocity Information.

Addresses of Aantonio Fernds Isern.

Hearings on the Appoiutment of Mariano Villaronga to be

- Commissioner of Edueation of Pueris Rico.

Memorandum on Puerto Rico-—Luis Mufioz Marin and Anionie
Pernés Isern.

Distributions included: .

Self Determination for Puerto Rieco—Clarence Senior.

Puerto Rico—U. 8. Army Air Forces, Boringuen Field, P. R.

The Econemy of Puerto Rieo—U. S. Tariff Commission.

Incomes and Expenditures of Wage Karners in Puerto Rieco—
A. G, Hanson and M. A, Pérez.

The Net Income of the Puerto Rican Feonomy, 194044
Dsaniel Creamer.

Puerto Rieco: An American Responsibility—Foreign Policy
Reports.

The Office prepared for distribution among governmental officials
of Puerto Rico, legislators, newspapers, radio stations and- eivie in-

stitations, a periodical press survey containing an extraet of articles

on Puerto Rican affairs published in newspapers in continental United
States, for their guidance in evaluating press attitudes on the main
land. :

It also undertook to assist students in obtaining admission to pro-
{fessional and other schools in continental United States, Puerto Rican
firms in obtaining supplies for the Island, and it also investigated
Iabor conditiens for Puerto Rieans secking or having employment on
the Mainland.

Post-war conditions required it to participate at length in the
shipping, wharfage and terminal problems affecting Puerto Rieo,
and to negotiate an adjustment of freight and passenger rates and
serviees. : ‘

The Office sent to Geneva, Switzerland, a representative who
aeted as Advisor to the American Delegation and spoke for Puerto
Rico’s interest in the tariff concessions proposed for rum, sugar, €o-
conuts, needlework and other commodities.

A-small, but excellent. library, conecerned with the history, recent
developments, and current problems of Puerto Rico, bas been col-
lected. .

While travelling in the United States, Puerto Rican governmental
officials. use the facilities and contacts of the Office of Puerto Rieo
and make the office their offieial headquarters. .

RN
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for the Governor, the Legisiature and several Municipal »wmmmswmm‘w
on the progress of capital improvement projects.

The Editor’s Office was organized on July 1, 1946, to take charge
of all publieations, translations and public relations of the Board.
Fourteen publications were edited and printed during the year.

As a basis for general planning: (1) an urban land-use sarvey
was completed for all 77 cities and towns, inclnding maps and sta-
tistieal analyses for over half of them; (2) estimates were made of
urbar and rura! population to 1970, by municipalitics; and (3)
mapping of minor civil divisions (barrios) was completed for 53
munieipalities.

Master plan studies ineluded schools, rural and urban health
centers, the rural reseitlement program of the Land Authority,
urban highways, parks, penal institutions, pelice headquarters, and
fire stations. A preliminary master plan for the e¢ity of Ponece
was completed to inelude health, transportation, edueational, and
recreational faeilities, and public utilities. A tentative five-year
Federal-aid hospital eonstruetion program was prepared jointly by
the Board and the Department of Health. Approval of a master
plan of munieipal hospitals was withheld pending a study for com-
pliance with reeent Federal legislation.

Master plan revision was limited to the Master Plan of Major
Thoroughfares for the San Juan Metropolitan Ares. Public hear-
ings were held and the revised master plan is about to be adopted.
" Urban planning also ineluded the preparation and diseussion in
public hearings of the Rio Piedras Zoning Map. Zoning studies
were initiated in several other urban areas. Official mapping for
urban highways in the San Juan Metropolitan Area was continued,
the work performed being estimated at 61 per cent of the total. A

.general revision of the Subdivision Regulations is under study.

General planning and economic studies included various aspecis
of public housing types and processes, the development of adequate
port facilities for the San Juan and Ponece areas, water supply for
San Juan and neighboring municipalities, and problems connected
with resort hotels, vocational education for veterams, and publie
markets. - _

The Fourth Six-Year Financial Program for the years 1947-48
to 1952-53 was prepared and submitted to the Governor and the
Legislature, In this program funds in the amount of $84,602,934
were recommended for the fiscal year 1947-48 of which $56,859,272
were for current expenditures, $12,627,750 for eapifal improvements
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of 11¢ per dollar at Cambalache and 8¢ at Plazuela. A bonus will be
distributed to growers at the rate of 5 eents per hundredweight of
sugar produced by their canes.

There still prevails the same situation reporied last year as to
the location of egregado communities which had the effect of slow-
ing down the agregado resettlement program. Nine new rural
communities were established during the year as eompared with 25
last year. 1046 plots were distributed against over 2,000 the year
past. It is estimated that about 5,600 persons will be benefited by
this distribution of plots this.year. As per June 30, 1947 a total
of 135 rural communities had been established throughout the Island
and 16,642 plots ranging in size from ome-fourth to three cuerdas
bad been assigned. There were also assigned 111 plots for such
public faeilities as schools, churches, medieal centers, 4H Clubs, ete.
These plots aggregate some 365 cuerdas. It can be asserted that
the house building program in rural communities has been develop-
ing most satisfaetory, if we consider how difficult it has been to ob-
tain materials during the war and post—war periods.  During this
fiscal year 480 homes have been built and 128 were part finished.
Altogether 13,393 homes had been built by June 30, 1947, with an
assessed value of approximately $2,000,000. This is indeed a good
record sinee it implies that over seveniy—four per cent of placed
agregados have built and are owning their own homes. At the end
of the fiseal year agregados were raising subsistence crops valued at
$819,708.17 and owned farm animals valued at $446,407.

The Land Authority continued its supervision over the home-
stead farms which were transferred to this agency according tc the
provisions of Ac¢t 83 of 1945. These homestead farms comprise
some 38,000 cuerdas scattered over 101 wards of 38 municipalities.
A vigorous planting campaign was condneted among homesteaders so
3s to intensify farming practices and the raising of lvestock. Results
obtained so far are indeed encouraging and acreage planfed has in-
ereased considerably. :

A consmmer’s cooperative has been organized at farm ‘‘La Car-
meiita’ in barric Andén of Ponece, where 103 homesteads had been
established. Two more of these eooperatives are being organized,
one at ‘Bl Duque’’ farm, Lares, and another at barric Pugnado
Afuera, Vega Baja.

Sixteen family-size farus ranging from 5 to 25 seres were estab-
lished during the year. As per June 30, 1947, the Anthority had
164 of these small farms distributed through the Island. These
farms comprise an area of some 2,280 cuerdas valued at $123,282.69.




OF THE GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO 115

per eent. The work of the Police Athletie League, organized
. throughout the Island, is aimed at combating thiz problem. These
leagnes operate in cooperation with citizens of the ecommunity.
There are at present over 18,000 junior members of the League
between 8 to 18 years, all registered in the 84 Chapters of the League.

The training of members of the Force as experts and teschers
in various phases of police work at the National Police Academy
eonducted at Washington, D. C. by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation has been continued. Two members of the Force have been
trained at this school during this year. The work of the Poliee
Academy has been very effective. Two different courses have been
condueted during the year with an attendance of 183 members,
These men were trained on judo technique and other proper exer-
ciges. .

The Bureau of Derectives, in covperation with the Uniformed
Force and the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation,
performs all kinds of criminal investigation brought to the Poliee.
It consits of 146 members, of which 53 are regular appointees of
the Bureau, and 93 officers and enlisted men are members of the
Police Foree temporarily attached for duty in the Durean.  'This
seeret force performed duties throughout the Island.

PusLic Service CoMMISSION

The Commission held 139 executive meetings and 428 public
hearings, of whieh 388 were presided over by attormevs of the
Commission acting as examining agents.

A total of 3,174 cases were brought to the consideration of the
Commission, 347 pending from the previous fiseal year and 2,827
filed during the year; 2,832 were decided and 342 were pending
decision on June 30, 1947.

Electric services throughout the Island are heing rendered hy the
‘Water Resources Anthority of Puerto Rico and the Isabela Irrization
Service except in the munieipalities of Cayer;, Guéinica, Yaueo, Ad-
juntas and Pefiuelas, where privately or municipally owned plants
under the jurisdiction of this Commission are being operated.

Al the Government and privately owned electric utilities are
interconnected, which fact is beneficial 1o these utilities and o the
publie as well inasmueh as it facilitates the intereharge of cleetrie
energy whenever shortages of power oeeur in certain areas due to
dronghts,
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 Discontinuance of the trolley service was authorized during the
year, and a substitute bas serviee was established. )

Nine new tax exemptions were granted and two extended for a
longer term. ‘ .

After proper hearings and investigations the Commissien author-
ized Central Carmen and Central Boea Chiea to suspend their oper-
stions as sugar mills and to surrender their respective franchises as
publie-serviee companies. The eane which used to be ground in
Central Boea Chiea was transferred to Central Mercedifa, and the
eane which was milled at Central Carmen was distributed among
several eenfrals.

For the purpose of establishing uniform methods of chemical
analyses and technieal ealeulatiens for the sugar mills of the Island,
a Consultive Committee on Sugar Technology was appointed.

The Accounting Division of the Commission prepared and pro-
posed a Uniform System of Acecounts for the sugar eempanies of
Puerto Rieo, which is pending discussion at a public hearing.

During the fiscal year a total of 170 petitions from ‘‘colonos™
to transfer their eane for grinding to other mills were guthorized.
The canes transferred were estimated at 328,000 toms.

Investigations and studies on the techuical efficiency of sugar
mills were performed. The manufaeturing data and reports sab-
mitted by the mills were studied, analyzed and eompiled by the
Commission, and whenever inefficient and poor working results
appeared from the same, the findings of the Commission were brought
ty the counsideration of the factory techniciams, and, in some eases,
a Commission technician was detached to cope with the situation.
All sugar mills, especially during the grinding season, were duly
inspected by the Commission iechnicians. Al complaints filed by
the ‘‘colonos’ were properly studied. Whenever requested, the co-
lonos’ bills of aceounts were checked, and adviee and explanation
of facts and factors werc given to them.

Thirty-seven sugar mills operated during the vear; 9,286,262.066
tons of cane were ground, with a yield of 1,087,875.681 tons of 96°
sugar and 50,974.841 gallons of molasses.

Al taximeters used by public service vehicles rendering taxi
serviees in the Metropolitan Arca were duly tested during the year
by the Bureau of Weights and Measure.

A total of 82,279 new .,....Q.Emsw and measuring deviees were
imported, as compared with 45,176 imported during the previcus
vear; 102,868 weighing and measuring devices were tested, out of
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could offer pathological services to the medieal profession of the Is-
land. It was therefore considered essential for the Sechool to set up
sach services which, in the beginning, were given absolutely free
of charge.

During the years that the School has been under way, all aspeeis
of this work have grown by leaps and bounds until recently, the
greater part of the personnel of the Department of Pathology has had
to devote its time to surgical pathology, to medico-legal eases, and
to cases from the Workmen’s Compensation Bureau, with the ensuing
deleterious results 10 any research that was contemplated or under
taken. Furthermore, the School found it diffieult to cope with the
situation, financially. The lack of trained personnel for this work
zlso worsened eonditions,

With the idea of cutting down such routine to a minimum, the
Speecial Board of Trustees last year approved a contract with the
Workmen’s Compensation Bureau, whereby the latter wounld pay
the amount of $25 per every mieroscopie report of the viscera in
autopsy cases forwarded by said Commission. Additional rulings
were promulgated on Getober 1, 1946, rejeeting all surgical ma-
terial coming from private patienis or clinies and restrieting it, in
indigent cases, only to that material of interest in establishing a
eorrect diagnosis.

The Blood Bank, originally established as an emergency aetivity
of the Civilian Defense during the World War II, was transferred
to the School three years ago to service all the hospitals for indigent
sick of the Island. As in other routines services rendered by this
institution, this one, foo, has grown very rapidly.

A study of the situation revealed that quite a bit of the work
of the Blood Bank was for private clinies. Tt was therefore decided
to charge a minimum fee of %15 to private patients requesting the
services of the Bank.

As of the coming fisecal year, all positions of interns in the
University Hospital will be abalished and substitued for those of
chief and junior residents, with such salaries as will prove an
ineentive to young physicians. Facilities to study the elinical aspects
of tropieal diseases in the clinies and wards of the University Hos--
pital will eontinue to be provided to students, and arrangements will
be made for them to partieipate in the clinical rounds of the Presby-
terian and Bayamén Distriet Hospitals. ,

The question of nurses was solved to a large extent by the new
-guarters established for them and the recent salary inerease ofered
all government employees.
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ing of Insular Oblizations. A substantial smount of Insular debt
{Land Authority Temporary Certificates) was refinanced through
the issnance of $1,200,000 in par value of People of Puerto Rico Re-
funding Bonds of 1946, reducing an original issue of $2,000,000. The
mmediate threefold result of this activity, carried out on behalf of
the Government of Puerto Rieo, was the eonversion of non-marketable
“temporary certificates into marketable bonds, the reduction of the
tonded debt by amounis equivalent to the balances of the sinking
funds at the conversion date, and the reduetion of interest cost
of such obligations from 214 pereent to 2 pereent.

During the fiscal year 1946—47 the Loan Porifelio of the Bank
mereased from $1,500490 to $6,248495 and the number of loans
from 50 to 492.

£his eclear.y indieates that this Government Daunk, the fAnaneial
backbone of which is formed by public moneys which came into the
Treasury in the form of dues and taxes, is facilitating the constant
reversion of these funds to their original owners in the form of long-
term eredit for the purposes of commereial and industrial develop-
ment.

Money was borrowed for the establisment and/er cxpansion and
operation of new er already existing commercial and industrial enter-
prises, including the candy industry, iee manufacture, tourist faeili-
ties development, leather geods industry, manufacture and distribe
tion of iee eream and bakery goeds, furniture manufacture, construc-
tion of theaters, medieal clinics, eold storage plant, warehouses, con-
erete-bBlock plants, needlework shops, private schools, soft drinks bot-
tling plants, milk pasteurization plant, salt-refinery plant, laundries,
autobody manufaeturing plant, printing press industry, perfumes
manufacturing plant, ampules manufaeturing laboratery, ete.

The proceeds of a substantial amount of loans was dedieated to
the solution of our acute housing shertage. During the year 1946-47
the Bank participated directly or indirectly in the financing of more
than 400 modern low-cost dwellings for families in the lower inconie
brackets. In this program preferenee was always given 1o veterans

Interest rates ranged from 4 pereent to 414 pereent on industrial
leans. Interest rates on real estate loans varied from 414 percent to
51% percent and rates on home loans remained constantly at 4 per-
cent. The raise in the interest rate, from 434 per cent to 5% per
cent, on real estate loans was the result of this Bank’s new policy

aimed at the establishment of some sort of eredit control in econmection

=
i7

s (GOwgle

L3




.

OF THE GOVEENUR OF rUERTO RICO 123

1946 and June 36, 1945, respectively. There was an unusual in-
crease of 884 per cent in the total number of loans and an inerease
of 316.43 per cent in the corresponding outstanding principal balances
between the fiseal years ended June 30, 1947 and June 30, 1346,
which refleets the support that the Baneo de Fomentio de Puerto Rieo
is extending to the Puerto Rican industry. ‘

Annual aceruals to the Bank’s Capital Account now approach
the million dollar-a-year mark. Expansion of the Bank’s Operating
Capital and Reserves on a eoniinuing basis is essential to achieve the
Bank’s broad publie purposes, among which stands the industrializa-
tion program of the (Qovernment of Puerto Rieo, the monetary de-
mands for which have expanded materially during the last six months
and show a continuing upward trend. .

NATIONAL (GUARD

The last two great wars have shown with forceful meaning the
necessity of maintaining a strong, well-equipped and trained National
Guard. While liberal assistance is being extended by the Federal Gov-
ernment, the responsibility for the reorganization of the National
Guard of Puerto Rico resis solely with the Insular Government of
Puerto Rico.

In addition to the excellent war service rendered by our National
Guard units, they also furnished a great number of officers and
cadres from their enlisted ranks which made possible the war time
training of the thousands of draftees in the Island.

Upon release from active service, all the enlisted persorme] of
the prewar National Guard was discharged for expiration of term
of serviee. Also, praetically all the commissioned personnel, because
of promotion to higher grades, physieal disability and by reason of
being over age in grade, lost their status as federally recognized Na-
tional Guard Officers. Therefore, when authority for the reorgan-
ization of the Puerto Rico National Guard was received, new person-
nel had to be found for both officers and enlisted men.

The National Guard has been alloted troops up to a tetal foree
of 10,074 men. This allotment was accepied, as in the case of most
of the States, with the understanding that the Federal Government
weuld help in providing armories. Sinee Puertoc Rieo owns only the
armory at San Juan we could not possibly provide the Armory Build-
ings reguired by the number of organizations alloted. It is desired
to point out that unless the bill now being considered in Congress
providing Federal funds is approved, we cannot complete the organ-
ization of all the units alloted. ’

»Gouogle
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Merit rating has resulted in an ineentive for the employers to co-
operate in the prevention of accidents, and a substantisl saving in
premium expense. X

During the fiscal year 1946-47, seventy-eight applieations for
Iump sum payments for purposes of investment were approved. The
amount thus paid to disabled workers or their beneficiaries reached
$128,751.66, a substantial increase over previous years.

Prices of goods and services in Puertc Rico have eontinued their
upward trend. For policy year 194647 praectically every single item
of cost shows a substantial inerease over 1he previous year.

On the other hand, progress in the confrol and prevention of ae-
cidents in general, has been slow for the past two fiseal years.

To offset in part these disadvantages, we have had a considerable
increase in the pay roll coverage.

We must admit that the outlook is not as bright now as it has
been during the past few years. Unless a2 more steady progress in
the control and prevention of accidents is made from now on, pre-
miam rates might have eventually to be inereased.

The preparation of the plans and specifieations for the indusirial
hospital of the State Insurance Fund was finally started during the
latter part of the fiseal year and will probably be ready by the end
of June 1948

The hospital will have over 350 beds, and in addition, a 100 bed
dormitory adjoining the rehabilitation center. By virtue of this
dormitory, the hospital will be able to serve a great many people
simultaneously without having them oceupy the beds in the hospital
proper. The beds in the hospital proper must have many speecially
equipped services which are relatively espensive. The dormitory will
be a very simple and inexpensive but comfortable structure.

There will also be an extensive outpaiient department. This, too,
will help to treat a large nuwmber of injured workers without having
them hospitalized in the hospital proper.

The hospital is planned to possess every needed diagnestic and
therapeutic faeility meeting the highest standards of the U. S. Pub-
lie Health Service. The sccomniodations for the patient’s living room
will be very simple and made to be comfortable under our special
weather conditions. :

We are indebted to Dr. liarold D. Storms, Director of the Re-
habilitation Cliniec of the Workmen’s Compensation Board of Onta-
rio, for his expert adviee in the planning of the rehabilifation eentfer
of our Industrial Hospital.

[
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bacco is wanfed. The breeding work that has been conducted for
several years at the Institute has resulted in the development of
several promising varieties. The most outstanding of these is Vir-
giniza' No, 12. This variety is highly resistani to the eryptogamic
disease of tobaceo known as Black-Shank, eaused by the fungus
Phytophthora nicotianse. It has an excellent leaf type, produces
a leaf of very good quality and is a very high yielder.

Considerable work has been done at the Institute to develop
a mosaic resistant variety through the uwse of Ambalema, a variety
of tobaceo from South America which is resistant to mosale, but
the results have not been satisfactory as far as guality of the resistant
varieties obtained is concerned. For this reason another source of
resistance to mosaic is being used at present in our breeding work.
This resistance is known as neerotic or localized and is derived from
the species N. glufinose. Promising erosses have been obtained with
this teehnigue.

Work on this problem is being intensified because the development
of such a variety would mean a great help to the tobacco growers.
Resistance to the Mottle disease of tobaeeo is also sought through
this technique.

Coupled with this is the work on confrol of seedbed diseases.
Tests were condueted with Fermate, 8 new chemiecal fungicide which
has given good vesults in the United States in the control of
damping-off.

Resistance {o the Black-Shank disease of tobaeco was determined
for sixteen varieties to find their possibilities as sources of resistance
in breeding for this disease. ,

Experiments on weed control on tobaceo seedbeds condueted in
eooperation with the American Cyanamid Co. have demonstrated so
‘far that Aero Cyanamid in s granular form is quite effective.

Work on the effect of phosphoric aeid present in soils on com-
bustibility and eolor of the leaf are under way. Heavy rains during
the growing season caused considerable damage to this experiment
but sufficient data could be gathered. Tests on the residual effect
of ehlorine in the soil were continued this year. Chemical analyses
and combustibility tests are being made at present.

An experiment was started this year in order to determine the
best method of topping plants in the field.

Similar tests were eonduected with shade grown tobaceo. Low
topped plants gave heavier bodied leaves of very good elasticity,
size and shape which have been highly commended by industrial
feaders.
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The opening of these airports to the publie has resulted in a
definite expansion of air transpert cominerce to and from Puerto
Rico. The San Juan air terminal at Isla Grande averages 18,0600 air
passengers per month, inereasing air cargo by thousands of pounds.
Aireraft flight operations increased to 4,000 monthly. As another
example, during June, Mayagiiez airport had 288 flights, and fifteen
charter companies made 166 international and commereial flights to
and from that airpert during the month.

At the end of the fiscal year, plans were nearly completed for
the new International Airport of Puerto Rico to be located at Isla
Verde, six miles from the commercial center of the city of San
Juan. Only Congressional approval is now needed for this projeet,
for whieh $800,0600 in Federal funds and $2,750,000 in Insular funds
have already been allocated. The preliminary engineering for this
project is 90 per cent complete. In approximately three years it
is hoped that this airport, which will have two runways large enough
to accommodate planes of any size, will be ready to serve as a truly
international airport, and a port of entry into the United States for
all inter-Ameriean plane travel

During this first year of airport operation the Authority had to
ineur expenditures, in order to be properly equipped, which slightly
exceeded s ineome.

The average number of buses operating each month in the me-
tropolitan area of San Juan was 157, earrying an average of 3,853,528
passengers each month, or 126,822 daily. During the year, 48 new
buses were purchased, 23 Twin Coaches and 25 Fords. At the end
of the fiscal year, the fleet consisted of 200 buses, of which 91 were
of the old type purchased from the White Star Bus Line and 109
were new, purchased during the past three years. At the end of
the fiscal year, 5 more Whites, 15 Twin Coaches and 1 Ford were on
order from the States. The total number of passengers carried during
the year was 46,242 335, as against 28,851,948 last year.

Progress was made in improving the grounds at Hato Rey, and
a study was begun for the consolidation of the Loiza and Villa
Palmeras stations into one bus terminal.

The operation of this Division resalted in a ecnsiderable deficit
this year due partly to the large number of public cars and station
wagons operating within the metropolitan area as authorized by Act

" No. 1, approved on February 20, 18947.

-Gouogle
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Round table conferences on local and internmational topies, inter-
views with University professors and other programs of edueational
interest were broadeast.

Archaeological excavations were undertaken at Luquillo Beach.

The income of the University from all sourees smounted to
$6,074,022, including $1,496,000 for construction purpeses, and
$235,0600 for postgraduate and medieine scholarships.

Besides the special appropriations for scholarships, aequisition
of real estate, purchase of eguipment, and henefits for veterans,
the Legislature also raised the percentage of revenue aecruing fo
the University from the tax on aleoholic beverages, from 8 to 11
per cent.

War EMERGENCY PROGRAM

The construction and improvement of publie buildings ranked
first among the construction activities of the War Emergeney Pro-
gram. During the period covered by this report 73 projects for
the construction of new public buildings were undertaken, of which
56 were eompleted and 17 were under copstruction at the close
of the year. o

The program for the construction of roads started the year be-
fore was completed. Thirty-four {34) secondary rcad projects were
operated in 33 different munieipalities of the Island. In addition
to those bridges and culverts ineluded in the development of the
road and street projects, eight specific projects for the comstruetion
of bridges and culveris were carried out, of whieh 7 were completed
and 1 is still under eonstruction. Also, improvements were made
to 10.3 kilometers of farm-to-market roads in the munieipalities of
Gurabo and San Sebastiin and a length of 15.146 kilometers of
road and trails were constructed or repaired in Insular Forests.
A projeet for the spening of road bed excavations to a width of
4 meters by means of heavy equipmeni was operated this year in
18 municipalities. With very few exceptions, roads included in this
project were those in the Master Plan for the Developmeni of
Secondary Roads in Puerto Riec. In this type of work, a total length
of 84.8 kilometers have been surveyed and 36.7 kilometers were
eonstructed. ,

Projects for the paving of streets including conerete eurb and
gutters and sidewalks were carried out in 36 munieipalities. Of
these projects 31 were completed and 5 were still active at the
elose of the year. The physical accomplishment in this type of
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A new program to develop eooperatives was started on April 1,
1947, which absorbed the sewing and home industries projects. It
wes possible to organize only two cooperatives during the year, one
in Lares and ancther in Oroecovis. The aim of the program consists
in organizing the shops operated by the Program into ecoopera-
tives, make them advancements in eash and materials and help to find
s market for the articles produced by them, in order that they may
become self-supporting. This work is being accomplished with the
eooperation of the Agrieultural Exiension Serviee of the University
of Puerto Rico.

Thirty-nine (39) nursery schools were operated during fiscal
vear 1946-47. In the same way, the feeding program started the
vear hefore, continued serving meals to needy children of pre-school
age in 420 milk stations scattered throughout the Island.

In the field of investigations and researeh, several projects-started
last year were continued and new ones were developed. The studies
of employment and pay roll and unemployment and disabling sickness
continued operating during the period of this report under the su-
pervision of the Burean of Labor Statistics of the Department of

“Labor. The findings of these surveys, which may serve as a basis to

solve many problems of social nature in Puerto Rico, are published
periodically in mimeographiec form. Other surveys developed this
year inelude the census of wunderaged children working on street
trades, the eensus of feebleminded and the study of employment op-
portunities in the private industries of the Island.

In the field of agriculture, projeets were earried out for the pro-
duetion of seeds and food erops and {or the continuation of the agri-
cultural aspect of the silk industiry.

The project for posting up of street names and nuntbering of
houses in San Juan and Santurce, which started the previous year
with the cooperation of the Planning Board and the Government of
the Capital, was continued and new projects, of this type were
developed in the municipalities of Carolina and Rio Piedras.

Other community service projects undertaken during the year -
elude an edueational and recreational program for the rural zone of
the Island bye means of the exhibition of moving pictures under the
sponsorship of the Public Amusements and Sports Commission and
1 project for the training of workers in the manufacture of fishing
rods in Mayagiiez. In addition, financial help was given to the De-
partment of Justice to conduet a black market eampaign and the
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to $14,220,000 for hydroelectric generating plants to be constracted
during the five-year period, as well as $7,000,000 for a new steam-
eleetric generating station in San Juan, fogether with additional
funds for the corresponding expansion of transmission and distribu-
tion faeilities. Among the projects included in this program are:
A pew steam electric station in the San Juan area; additional im-
provements fo other steam plants of the system; new hydroeleetric
developments known as the “El Yunque Projeet’” and the ‘“South-
western Puerto Rico Project”’; enlargement of the Caonillas Project,
and of the Toro Negro Project; and other general improvements of
the system including transmission lines and distribution Iines with
their attendant substations. The program is estimated to cost ap-
proximately $27,000,000.

On May 1, 1947, $50,000,000 electrie revenue bonds were marketed
thromgh a syndicate of seventy-onme Continental and Insular banks
for the purpose of providing new money for carrying out the
Awuthority’s construetion program, for refunding outstanding bonds,
for repaying temporary loans and for making additions to sinking
fund and other reserves. The new money provided by this issue for
the Awuthority’s five year construction program was approximately
$20,000,000.

In addition te placing in operation the temporary ‘‘Seapower’’
installation, substantial progress was made during the year towards
providing additional generating and distribution faeilities. Construe-
tion at the Caonillas project proceeded at a satisfactory rate, and
was estimated as sixty per cent completed at the énd of the year.
With its completion in 1948 it will add a generating capacity of
18,000 kilowatts to the interconmeected sysiem.

The installation of an additional 5,000 kw steam-electrie unit in
the Mayagiiez generating station was nearing completion at the end
of the year. Construction of the Monaeillo transmission center was
about fifty per cent completed. Construction of the 110 kw trans-
mission line from Monaecillo te Dos Bocas was siarted during the
year.

Plans and specifications for the raising of the Guayabal Dam to
inerease s storage eapacity by 9,300 acre feet were practically eom-
pleted during the year.

The first unit of the Toro Negro Exiension, the Aceitunas Caral,
a 42-inch conerete conduit 9,810 feet long, was praetieally completed
during the course of the year. Design of the rémaining units of the.
Extension, the diversion of Toro Negro headwaters and tie Saliente
diversion, is under way.

» Gouogle
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The Commission alsa held volley ball and tennis games, shooting
contests, and track meets. :

A Puerto Rican baseball team visited Santo Domingo and com-
peted in a series of five games.

A total of 364,000 persons attended moving picture vwoﬁa given
by the Commission in 1,120 places.

The Rural Recreational Program this year was cmmmw&mozmm% ex-
panded. The Commission organized baseball and volley ball games
m 96 rural communities. .

Six teams competed in the 1947 professional baseball season: the
San Juan, Santurce, Ponee, Mayagliez, (laguas-Guayama, and Agua-
dilla. Ponce team won the insular ehampionship.

Twenty-two professional boxing programs were held during the
year; 40244 persouns attended and paid $87.849.80. Taxes amounted
to $25,706.77.

Lapor ReLaTiONS BOiRD

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1947 the Puerto Rico
- Labor Relations Board wus one of the most cffective instruments
for the promotion of adeguate labor management relations on ihe
Island. The extension of its policies o nearly all of the insular
industrial, manufacturing and agricultural activities and the in-
creasing aceeptance of the Board by emplovers as well as workers
and unions, marked a new stage in the development of betler re-
lations between cmplovers and workers making for the maximum
development of uninterrupied produection.

Statisties of ity work during the past fiseal vear indieate clearly
that the Board resolved administratively or informaliv the aveat
majority of eharges of alleged unfair labor practices filed. dMorc
than half of sueh cases were disposed of by means of voluntary
settlement. Similarly, s great majority of the casex of alleged
guestions of representation were resolved informally by means of
ecnsent elections agreed to hy all pavties involved. Thus formal
Board aetion was necessary only in comparatively few eascs,

The Board is confident that during the course of the past fiseal
year the efforts made, and the results obtained, by the Board present
sufficient and irrefutable proof of the efficacy of the Aet as a sound
instrument for the prevention of industrial disputes in Puerto Rieo.

Employees, labor organizations, employers and other individuals
have made inercasing use of the machinery cstablished by the Aet
and have resorted to it with inereased confidence. Indicative of
this is the large number of representation cases fled. It is veason-
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During the course of the year a most interesting and profitable
field day was held at the station in econnection with the vanilla
and bamboo projects. A large group of interested agrienlturalists,
governinen$ officials, and others were present.. The commercial appli-
eations resulting from researeh through the establishment of a bamboo
fishing rod industry and a new and sucecessful method of growing
vapilla were demonstrated.

Extensive experiments were undertaken throughout the year in
connection with herbieides, production and industrialization of
bamboo, food crops, vegetables and vanilla.

BaLtimMore Baxk ror COOPERATIVES

A study was made by Dr. Arthur G. Keller, Chemical Kngincer
of Louisiana State University and Advisor of the New Orleans
Bank for Cooperatives on the possibilities of refinaneing the two
sagar mill eooperatives operating in Puerto Rico, namely, Asociacién
Azuearera Cooperativa Lafayette and Cooperativa Azuearera Los
Cafics. The projeet is still under consideration by the Baltimore
office,

For the first time since the Bank began operations in Puerto
Rico, the Puerto Rico Tohaceo Marketing Association and Cosecheros
de Tabaco de Utuado made applications for loans necessary for the
complete financing of tobaceo handled by these associations for its
members. Total commitmenis for hoth cocperatives amounted to
$6,092,000.

A lne of credit of $360,000 was extended to Cafeteros de Puerto
Ries for working eapital purposes. Because of the excellent financial
eonditions of this cooperative, the management made limited use
of these funds.

The Bank approved a line of credit of $10,060 for the finaneing
of the vanilla erop to Cooperativa de Cosccheros de Vainilla de
Puerts Rico.

Because of a very small cotton ¢rop harvested it was unnecessary
for this Bank to finance the Puerto Rico Cotton Growers Association.

There is an application under consideration for the finanecing
of operations of the Villalba Vegetable Growers’ Cooperative Asso-
efafion. - )

An operating line of credit of $200.000 was approved for So-
ciedad Agricola Cooperativa. A faeility loan of $45,080 was also
approved. The purpose of these loans was to refinance the PRRA
indebtedness and for workingz capital needs.

-Gouogle
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Division oF ForeleN PLANT QUARANTINES
Bureau oF ENToMOLOGY AND PLANT QUARANTINE

The Division of Foreign Plant Quarantines in Puerto Rico is
engaged in the enforcement of guarantines and regulatory orders
of the U. 8. Department of Agriculiure prohibiting or restricting
the movement of various planis and plant products from foreign
countries into Puerto Rieo, the movement of various plants and
plant products from Puerto Rico to the continenial United States,
and the certification of various types of plant material moving from
Puerto Rico to foreign eountries. .

The enforcement of Plant Quarantine No. 37, which allows the
importation of nursery stock, plants, and seeds under permit is done
by the Federal Plant Quarantine inspectors. San Juan, P. R. is
one of the designated places where the inspection of plant material
under Regulation 14 is permitted, and also where permits for the
importation of plants and plant produets are issued. Most import-
ations of plant material under Quarantine No. 87 are arriving by
air express or passengers’ baggage. There has been a steady in-
crease in such importations sinee the end of the war.

There has been a marked increase in the intereeptions of pro-
hibited and restricted plant material on airplanes from foreign
countries.

‘With the resumption of regular ship service between Puerto Rico
and the Mainland there has been an inerease in the movement of
vegetables requiring inspeetion and certification under Quarantine
No. 58. A considerable number of shipments of sweet peppers and
pigeon peas destined for the centinental United States were in-
spected and certified by Federal plant quaratine inspectors during
the year.

The inspection of arrivals of airplanes, except those of the Army
and Navy, ships, cargo other than that under Quarantine No. 37,
most of the inspection and sealing of baggage going to the Main-
land, and pareel post inspeetion, is being done by inspeetors of
the Insular Plant Quarantine Serviece, who are either collaborators
or agents of the Burean of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, under
the supervision of the Federal Inspeetor in Charge of Puerto Rico.

The plant quarantine work is accomplished with the utmost co-
-operation by the Federal and Iosular Plant Quarantine Services.
The Insular Plant Quarantine Serviee has all the records of ship
and planes arrivals, eargo inspections, ete.

The work in general during the fiscal year 1947 eompares favor-
ably with that of the fiscal year 1946.

osrze s (GOgle
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These are 40-year loans with which to buy, repair, improve er
enlarge farms and the rate of interest is 314 per cent.

Much of the supervision given to borrowers relates directly to
the improvement of their health. All FHA berrower families are
eneouraged to take advantages of the preventative servieces offered
ihrough the Insular Health Department, and, as a rule, provisien
is made in the Farm and Home Plan to meet the family’s need for
4 sanitary water supply, waste disposal and protection from insects
and rodents. ; .

During the year 601 privies, 52 individual water supplies, and
15 community-type water supplies were provided or improved.

During the last fiscal year the Farmers Home Administration
assisted a large mumber of families in obtaining written leases, which
meant not only seeurity of tenure for the borrowers, but a better
understanding between the landlord and the borrower.

Feveraz InrerMeoiate CrEpiT BANK oF BALTIMORE

The following table shows the activities of the Federal Interme-
diate Credit Bank of Baltimore for fiseal year 1946-47:

Discount of agriculture paper:

Puerto Rico Production Credit Association:

Farmers’ Obligations __ ... $7,571,889.35
Direet Obligations ... 599, 000. 00 $8, 170, 889,35
Bonco de Ponce; .
Parmers’ Obligations____ - _— 867,053. 65
Crédito y Ahorro Poncefio:
Farmers’ Obligations....... 1,984, 974. 05
Total_ - $11, 028, 917. 05

FepErar LanND BANK oF BALTIMORE

On June 30, 1947, ontstanding loans, mduawmwm money mortgages
and real estate sales eonfracts iotalled $12,301,145.50, distributed as
follows : )

Federal Land Bank Loans 39, 653, 063. 56
Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation Loans .. 2,648, 081, 64

The net delingueney on F.L:B. loans amounted to $106,324.17, as
compared with $90,402.52 at the end of the previous fiscal year.
The net delinquency on Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation loans
was $25,356.72, as compared with $14,437.24 at the end of the pre-
vious fiseal year. The volume of new business closed during the year
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The four forest tree nurseries now in produection are operated and
maintained by the Insular Forest Serviee. One is located within
the Caribbean Forest and the small amount of nursery stock needed
for eurrent planting on the Caribbean comes from that nursery.

The La Mina Recreational Area in the vicinity of El Yungue in
the Luguillo Division and the Dofia Juana Reereational Area on the
Toro Negro Division were completely rebabilitated from funds es-
pecially appropriated by Congress for that purpoese, beginning May
1946 and finishing that Fall. Both areas, which aggregate sbout
2000 euerdas, were extensively used by the general publie the past
year, the number of visits of people in the calendar year 1946 hav-
ing exeeeded 58,700 during the 12-month period. The use of these
areas so far in 1947 is running at a muech higher rate. Plans were
prepared and put inte effect to make the L.a Mina Arca more usable
by the low-inecome people.

The staff of the Tropical Region engaged in many eccoperative
activities with other branches of the Pederal Government and with
a number of bureaus of the Insular Government aside from the
very close cooperation and working relationship always maintained
with the Insular Forest Service. Among these were such activities
as the conference on problems in the mountain area, meetings of the
seientific societies on the Island, eooperation with the power, water,
development and land administering agencies, and assistance to in-
dividual land owners desiring to practice forestry on their own lands
or to reforest lands of value only for the growing of timber.

The Tropical Forest Experiment Station, as a part of the Tropical
Region, continued its program of forest research on a broad seope
despite the absence of three staff members during part of the year.
Two of these were Puerte Ricans on educational furlough for ad-
vanced training in the United States. The greater part of the in-
vestigative program dealt with reforestation and the improvement of
existing forests. The results of a number of established studies be-
came available daring the vear and seéveral new experiments were
undertaken.

Honme Owyers’ LoaN {"ORPORATION

Since last report to eover 194546 yvear was issued, this corpora-
tion has continued carrying out its normal liquidation of the original
596 loans. At present there are about 240 loans outstanding and
most of these owe about 30 per cent of the original indebtedness. Due
to the inflation in real estate values the properties have greatly in-
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duction was less than 80 per eent of normal due to drought condi-
tions prevailing during the cane growing season in certain sections
of the Island. Processors who as produeers applied for payment re-
eeived 36 per cent of the total amount paid under the program. and
the balance went to growers who are not processors as well. The
cane production of such processors was 46 per cent of the total pro-
duetion.

The 194546 production ef blackstrap molasses amounted to
38,453,965 gallons of which 36,675,106 gallons were produced by
mills controlled by producer-processors who spplied for payment
under the Act. The average amount of the molasses bonus payable
by sueh producer-processors was $0.2298 per fon of cane ground for
sagar. The total amount of such bonus was $1,635,763.

Purchased sugareane daring the 194445 grinding season was set-
tled at an average minimum fcb. mill value of $3.299064 per hun-
dredweight of sugar, 96° basis. As yet, the information available
with regard to the price of purchased sugareane during the 1945-46
grinding season is guite scant. The delay in getting this information
is due in large measure to the fact that there were three ceiling prices
for raw sugar marketed during the 1946 calendar year.

The situation with respeet to raw sugar distributed in the local
angd export market during the 1946 calendar vear is summarized as
follows:

Baws, 96° basis, carried over from the 1944—45 sugareane- erop 80,117 tons
Produetion of raws, basis 96° as bagged 908, 074 tons
Total available 989, 181 tous
Less:
(1) Raws shipped to comtinentnl
.8 754, 514 tons

Baws processed into refined
sugar shipped to continental

T. 8. 121, 998 toas 872,512
(2) Raws distributed locally 24, 886 tons
Raws processed into refined
sugar distributed Jloeally 80, 463 tons 115, 449 987, 961 tons
Balance 1, 230 tong
Shricksge and spoilage . 138 tomns
Carryover at Pecember 31, 1046 1,002 tons

Sehool Lunch Program operations for the fiseal vear 1946-47
were conducted for the first time in Puerto Rico within the frame-

-Gougle
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respeet to Puerto Rico the term *‘school’’ shall also inelude non-
profit child eare centers certified as such by the Governor of Puerto
Rico. Both milk stations and nursery schools were duly certified
by the Governor of Puerio Rico as non-profit child eare eenters.
Aecordingly, such units partieipated in the Federal school luneh
asgistance program under sub-agreements negotiated with the Insular
Department of Edueation.

From July 1 to December 31, 1946 the Milk Station Program
used 608,962 1bs. of evaporated milk donated by the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The value of this donation was $68,120. It
was suffieient to provide 2,183,734 servings of reconstituted milk.
Daring the period from January I, 1947 to the end of the fiseal
year, the Miltk Station Program hecame eligible to receive cash re-
imbursements in liew of denations in kind. For this period the
Milk Station Program claimed and was reimbursed for 3,926,440
servings of milk, at 2 cents per serving, or a iotal of $78,528.80.
In sll, therefore, these milk stations reecived from the T7. 8. De-
partment of Agriculture evaporated milk and eash totalling
$146,648.80 during the fiscal year, of which $68,120 was donated
by the Federal Government in the preceding year and $78,528.80
wag part of the Foederal cash contribution for the fiseal vear 1946-47.

Praric HousiNg ADMINISTRATION

During the fiseal year 194647 no new Federal leans for eon-
struction of low-rent public housing were available.

Earlier commitments, suspended during the war. were revived
however, with the result that the 160-family projeet at Catafio was
completed and occupied; another of 146 families at (ivayama was
almost ready for awarding the econstruction contract; one of 280
families in Ponee was approved and revised plans were in progress,
and the 200 family projeet planned for Puerta Tierra in San Juan
had received preliminary approval. These four projects will add
786 permsanent dwellings to the 4850 units now in operation under
the FPHA-Aided program. Any further Federal aid will depend
on aetion by Congress.

During the year this ageney paid $252,410 in cash subsidies as
ealled for in the annual contributions eontraets with the four loeal
housing authorities. The subsidy serves to bridge the gap between
the operating cost of the housing and the rents paid by the low-
ineome familjes.

Gougle
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A special survey of PRRA’s operations and holdings was made
in April with & view to delermining the besi method of accomplish-
ing the lignidation which for several years have been reeognized as
inevitable. Based upon that survey, certain procedures which have
already been undertaken and others recommended by the Depart-
ment which are now before the Bureau of the Budget for considera-
tion, may make it possible for the major pertien of PRRA's activi-
ties and holdings to be lguidated by June 306, 1948, Whether this
goal can be reached will depend upon the result of negotiations with
other agencies which are believed to be gualified to take over some
of PRRA’s indispensable service funetions, and npon whether some
authorizing legislation by the Congress may be necessary to make
the tentalive liguidation plan effective. Meanwhile essential projects
for the fiscal year 1948 are being continued with allotments aggregat-
ing $615,600 out of the Revolving Fund. That fund, derived ex-
clugively from PRRA operations, had a net avsilable balance on
June 30, 1947, of $2,770,195.

Sotr, CONSERVATION SERVICE

Soil conservation work in Puerto Rico has now emerged from the
‘“demonstration’’ stage—the sericusness of the problem is understood
and need for action recognized. Seil couservation means more than
Just keeping the soil from being washed away by rainfall. That con-
ception of conservation is known as erosion conirol. Soil conserva-
tion is the utilization of every acre acecording to its capabilities and
the treatment of every acre according to its needs, the eontrol and
full use of rainfall and the meeting of the demands of the farmer
as to produets and inecome on a permanent and continuous basis.

The Seil Conservation Distriets Law of Puerto Rieo (No. 213,
approved Mareh 26, 1946) became effeetive on the first day of this
fiscal year and in becoming effective; opened the way to getting con-
gervation on the ground in the gquickest and best way, the democratie
way, which places the respensibility for formulating and earrying out
a soil conservation program squarely upon the shoulders of loeal
people.

Through the efforts of Insular government agencies, with the co-
operation of the Soil Conservation Service, the farmers of Puerto
Rieo have been informed of the perils of ercsion brought on by poor
land use and damaging agricultural praetices. They have been shown
how this peril may be averted. They have been made aware of their

reres v (GOOIgle
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gainful employment. In addition special emphasis has been given
to the physieally handieapped. The results of this emphasis hava
reduced the total of the handicapped veterans needing employment
to less than 4 per cent of the veterans registered with this ageney.
Many other speecial services to aid veterans have been rendered such
as investigations of all claims of unjust dismissal from work, or viola-
tions of veterans’ preferences. Every case has been minutely at-
tended to and many are those who are new working, thanks to these
speecial services.

This Ageney also has given valuable assistance to employers in
several ways: first, by obtaining for them qualified and competent
personnel throughout Island-wide reeruiiing services; seeondly, by
furnishing laber market information; thirdly, by the advisory and
eonciliation services rendered in disputes involving veterans. Visits
to employers for the purpose of obtaining jobs are now averaging
almost one hundred contacts daily every full working day and are
soon to be inereased.

. Waee anp Hour anp Pusric ConvracTs Division

As their quota for fiseal year 1946-1347 the Division were re-
quired to make 750G inspections in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands. They completed in Puerto Rieo 662 inspections, distributed
among industry groups.

Back wages due amounting to $157.772 were e¢ollected by the in-
spectors for 17,446 employees.

The Mayagiiez office, in addition to the regular inspection work,
checked for aceuracy of pricing during the first ten months of the
fiscal year 1946—47, 1,935 necdlework desigus and arbitrated 6,582
cases of dednctions made for poor work and lest or damaged geods.

During the fiseal year all arrangements were vompleted for in-
dustry committee hearings to be held for the purpose of reviewing
minimum rates of pay in a number of industries.

In addition to routine duties, the Division took part in the fram-
ing of legislation sefting up an apprenticeship council in Puerto Rico.
It has also attended a number of meetings with representatives of
the Minimum Wage Board and the Deparment of Labor.

I have the honor to be, Sir. your obedient servant,

Jests T. Piizse,
Governor.
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Tante 1.—Combined statement of revenues and recefpts, Government of Puerto Rico, by fund groups and
type of transaction, fiscal year 1946-47

" (Al figures in dollars)

) Public
s C| | | G | ey | e | b | o
eseriythom Tota fun; herating rojec ap: entarpr| edomption | an 0,
%un ds Funds Funads Funds Funds Funds

REVENUES: T .
TUXOS. o 0, 448 128 1 51,637, 250 2,124, 368 6,417 |..ooiiiin . 453, 206 1, 600, 976 13, 625, 902
Llwuws, P“”““““ franchises. , 0, 748 46, 070 12,874 1 9, 807
PMlues, forfelts, ponaittes.. ... . . . '»04 31 276, 451 . 238, 836
Use of money und property.. . T !,70:!. 188 420,72 108 9, 5 146,712
Hevenuo from other apencles and individuals., | 30, 958, s 23 770, 085 3, 257 1,672, 9% 7,108 1,714, 6985
Rerviee churges fnr eurrent sery k\s ............ a8, 240. 208 2,039, 471 0,855,725 | 10,871,762 664 14,622,977
Other roventes. . e 70 &As 04,600 M4 [ B8 oot 841
TOTA) REVENUES. ., . AN I~l| )45 )fm v78. 281? 631 8, 300, 138 34, 132 9, 878, 234 12,703,372 1, 508, 838 30, 250, 910

REsCEIrTS;
Hale ol property shd compeisgtion for lose of

property . 0 - A0, 150 213, 108 a6, 477 t, 061 135, 456 108,046 §,..,.......... 102
Contribuitons frem’ othor wivernment nmm 27, UN3, 418 4,740, 124 7, 673, 830 4, 4R, 341 4, 140, D61 2,601,285 1., ... ........ 4,580, 117
Noj-reventie reeoipts .. M, 0%, 328 8,200,174 088, 931 161, 586 2, 175,806 1, 440, 756 i 6,057, 404
TOTAL RECEUTS , B .. 41, YRS, 8} 123, do06 8, 598.3;& 4,715,088 6, 452,22 4, 340, 987 176 16, 646, 773
Torat nxv‘xm-w AND RECKITS. . ., . RN 183, 132, 146 &4, 815, 017 16, 088, 476 4, 750, 120 16, 328, 457 17,044, 350 1, 549, 014 40, 9086, 683

Rovnes: Office of the Auditor of Puerto Rico, .

0018 0XdEnd 40 BONTIAOD THIL J0
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Tapn 2—(Cont.) Combined statement of expenditures and disbursements, Govermnents of Puerto Rico,
by fund groups and minor object of expenditure, fiscal year 1946—47

B (Al figures in dollars)

Publie
. whenerstl Speeial Capital Working wrvice Debt Trust
Deseription Total Fund aperating L'roject Capital enterpeise | Rede:npiion | and ugeney
Fundg Fiiyuls Funds Fumils Fuiuds Futtuls
O AEQUISITION OF LAND AND STRUCTURES:
Q Acquisition of lsnd.............. ..., 7,005, 08 1, 405, 479 2, 472 8, 364 10, 158 8T, 007 |..... L o
Acquisition of structures. . ....... ..., ... ... 3,431,020 2, 636, 755 149, 334 7404 42, val THA | e
0{3 TOTAL, ACQUISITION OF LAND AND i .
o Sbruettres. ........ooiiiiiie 10, 436, 109 3, 42, 214 151, 800 Ha3, 008 73,100 SU85,982 o e,
" DT HETIBEMENT, INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS;
Pripeipal payments. ... 2, 307, 065 108, 562 e e 404), H00 80, 000 1. 713, 508
Interest vud dividend payments............... 1, 140, 484 26, 103 e "~ 1, 387 M, (00 715,054
Other....... 4, 265 L T K TR 10 \
I'OTAL, DEBT RETIREMENT, INTERKST i
AND DIVIDENDS, ... viiiiiianinisnnana, 3,451, 814 134, 041 U 1. 505, 237 284, 010 2,432, 6%
TOTAL EXPENDIHUBES . oo vvveiiniiiiiiiiiiiianns 116, 848, 503 76, 165, 572 R, 45%, 874 1, 902, 738 1, 060, 829 9, 638, 206 719, 191 i 19, 019, 343
REFUNDS AND NON-EXPENSE ITEMB.,........ ..... 48, 974, 853 4, 803,175 1, 732, ¥01 70,793 12, 857, 924 15, 684, 209 3, 54 14,082, 017
THANSFERS 10 OTHER GOVERNMENT FUNDS,....... 27,283, 418 13, 018, 516 1,482, 825 1,072, 242 12, 920 1,278, 193 387, 084 9, 152, 328
TOTAL, OTHEH DISBURBEMENTS ............. Yerees 78, 258, 271 17,611, 694 3, 818,716 2,043, 035 12,870, 144 | * 16, 962, 402 370, 848 &3, 184, 345
TorAL EXPENDITUBES AND DISBURSEMENTS. ... ... 193, 207, 164 s, 777, 263 11, 668, 500 4,035,773 13, 440, 973 26, 500, 783 1,090, 039 42, 203, 738

Sovrce: Office of the Auditor of Puerto Rico.

031U OLUH N4 J0O FONTIAOD IHI 40
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Tarie b.—Indebledness of the municipalities of Puerfo Rico, June 30,
1947 compared with 1946, 1945 and 1944
{AIl figures in dollars)

Description 1947 1948 1845 194
Total outstanding obligationst i

Jane 0. ..o et 14,623,702 | 15,504,273 | 16,189,172 | 17,430, 406
Bonds. ... . . 10,204, 000° | 11,042,600 | 11,755,700 | 12 482 300
Loans with Insular Government. .. ... ... ... ... 220,07 239, 187 -251, 546 280, 155
Locat loans

Current bonk Joans. ..., 3,088,088 | 4,137,630 | 3,940,558 4,020,663

Advance of ta3eS.. ... ........iiaiiiiiii.. 37,3806 4,000 4, 560 @, 134
Other indebtedness. .. ..._........................ ] 2,101 180,938 188, 775
Redemption funds dus Tressurer of Puerto Rico.. 83,347 78,755 75, 869 71,890

} Including interest payable. . 3 i} i
* Including revenue honds (self-liguidating}, not chargeuble te debt-incorring margins.
Source:- Office of the Auditor of Puerto Rico

TapLE 6.—Total enrollment?® in public day schools, by years,
1932-33 to 194647, Puerto Rico

Total
Trban Rural urhan
Year 1-12 18 and
grades grades raral
109, 128 124,329 233, 457
109, 738 129, 757 | 239, 485
115,286 131,066 | 246, 354
120, 491 135,861 | 256,352
118, 648 128,290 : 246, 868
128, 397 135, 863 262, 260
134, 481 146, 878 281,359
137, 708 148, 404 286,113
137, 576 144, 025 281, 601
141,396 151,867 ¢ 293, 263
146, 807 155,899 | 302, 808
153, 888 158, 687 3089, 575
167,376 163, 464 330, 870
179, 965 169, 986 349, 951
189, 250 177, 681 368, %31

! A3 of the last school day of each school year.
Sotrce: P. R. Department of Education.
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Taste 9.—Age* grade disiribution of pupils, public day schools,
school year 1947, Puerto Rico

Under sge? Normal age?

Over age?

Grade
Num- | Per Num- | Per

Num-

Age ber cent Age ber cent Age ber cent her cent
855 .88 6~F 133,322 45147 &A1, 067 5 53981 74,084 | 10C.00
536 .88 8 i 23,651 39.44 | S-21-+i 35,788 | 59.87 1 89,974 | 100.00
514 1Lg2 8-9 | 18,668 | 3712 10-214-1 31,118 1 6186 | 50,301 | 10600
487 127 9-10 | 14,856 | 38.15 | 11211 23,752 | 60,58 | 39,205 | 100.80
584 .83 0-131 ] 12,888 | 30.70 | 12-2040 18,099 | 58,47 1 32,462 | 106.00
728 2.64 ] 1112} 12,018 | 4%.58 | 13-20-4} 14,825 | 53.78 | 27,568 | 100.00
877 4.061 12-13 ] 9,100 | 42,61 | 1420+ 11,534 | 53.33 | 21,590 | 100.00
846 451 13-34 ] 9,219 | 49.01 | }5-21+ 8,744 | 46.48 | 18,812} 100.00
1,166 1415 | 8,256 | 44.68 | 16~21-+y 6,056 | 49.01 | 18,477 | 100.00

I As of Beptember 1, 1946,
7 In sccordance with grade.
Soures:- P. R. Department of Education.

TasLe 10.—Average number of pupils per member of instructional
staff *, 1947 school year, Puerto Rico

Pupils per member

Type of school Average Aversge
Enrol- number daily
Iment belonging | atiendance
Elementary school i
DI L e 5 ¢ 48 c .46
Rural ...l 57 55 50
Junior Bigh School
Trban. . e 23 22 20
Rural............ i 13 14
Senior High School
Crban............. 2 25 24
General Aversge 41 39 37

! Instructional staff member includes principals and teachers,
Sovrez- P. R. Department of Education,
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Tapre 13.—Enrollment in the private accredited and non-accredited
schools of Puerto Bico, 1947 ' school year

Bareilment
Type of school Non
Accradited | sceredited
private private ‘Total
schools schoois
1,220
10,854
3, 568
2 038
2
18.201

1 As of Muy 30, FMT.
Sorrce: P. H. Department of Eduention.

TaBLe 14 —Esiimated * populstion of Puerto Rico, by age groups,
race and ssx, July 1, 1946

‘White Colored Total
Age groups °
Fe- Fe-
Males | males i Total | Males | males | Total | Males | Females| Total
AR ages. ... .. IR07.004 764,198 11, 801, 207 {241, T30 1236.200 1478, 138 |1, 048, 833 1. 068, 507 | 2,079, 430

Under one yeur..| 25,548 1 25,682 53,631 | RO56 | B 707 | 17,663 34, 805 34,380 69, 204

1i- 195,087 | 33,411 | 31,683 | 65.09¢ | 132,603 | 127,588 260, 191

§-9 years... .. .. 202,733 | 33,970 £ 33,101 | 66,871 1 137,804 | 131,880 208, 684
10-14 ysars... .. . 37 177,085 | 28,200 | 27,066 | 53,385 | 115,672 ! 114,738 236, 429
15-19 yemrs. ... f 18,6886 | 28,295 | 29,400 | 37,785 | 115,888 | 123,585 235, 482
20-24 years.......} 8, v 102,429 | 24,017 | 21,255 | 45.272 | 105,196 | 102,005 208, 101
2529 years . 149,225 | 20,0021 20,200 | 46, 202 04,209 1 05,308 189, 517
30-34 years. . 80,868 | 12,482 1 11,346 | 23,828 54,212 0 54,484 113,696
3544 years. BT , - 152,635 ¢ 21,804 T 21,002 | 42 806 §6,724 95,717 185, 441
45-54 years..... .. 3 100, 597 | 15,998 | 14,191 | 30.18% 74,081 85, 705 139,788
5564 years... ... s g si001 | g006 | B0 | 17,188 42,176 38, 068 30, 244
86-74¢ years...... .| 24,390 [ 23,314 44,704 | 5,198 | 8,309 | 1§, 507 5, 588 28,623 56, 311
76 yrs. and over..! 7,797 { 13,583 19,380 | 2,123 | 3,502 5,600 #9825 15 145 25,070
Unkoown...... .. 648 ¢ 1112 1,761 203 320 528 852 1, 432 2,284

f Estimated by urithinetic extrapolstion from the censuses of Dee. I, 1933 and Aprif 1, 1940,
Sourcr:~- Bureau of Registry and Vital Statisties, P. R. Depuartment of lfealth.
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TaBrE 17.—Number of deaths and death rates per 1000 population,
by months, calendar years 1946 and 1945 compared with 194145

average
£
1846 1945 104145 averure
Month CT YT T -
Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
- —_— —
27, 5% 13.2 28, 886 M1 31, 084 5.7
2,418 13.6 2,461 4.2 2,725 16.3
2, 142 3.4 2,223 13.2 2,418 15.9
2,232 2.6 2,382 B.7 2 609 15.6
2,656 12.0 2,335 jvary 2,462 5.2
2,422 .7 2,508 14,4 2,681 16,8
2,472 W5 2,638 157 2,788 17.2
2,563 4.5 2,779 16,6 2,886 17.2
2,408 3.8 2,431 4.6 2.529 8.7
2,22 13.8 2,138 12,7 2,436 15.0
2,244 12,7 2,381 3.7 2, 514 15.2
2,157 12.6 2,265 13,5 2,414 14.9
2,246 2.7 2,347 13,3 2 514 15.6

i As of July 1, 1943 estimated pepulation: 1,978, 511,

SourcE:

Bureau of Registry and Vital Statistics, P. R. Department of Heslth.

Tapue 18.—Number of deaths and death rates per 1,000 population,
by sex and type of residence, calendar years 1946, 1945 and 1944

1846 1945 1044
Titem
Number Rate Number Rate Nuamber Rale
Total.. ....... 27, 516 3.2 28,886 4.1 29,843 14.8
By sex
Male......... [EPPORPN . 4, 849 13.9 15,016 14.6 15,531 15.3
Femals . 13,021 126 13,870 13.7 34,3312 M3
By residence
Trban. ... 10, 1564 8.7 1}, 250 5.5 13, 701 15,3
Rural.................. 1T, 113t 2.8 17, 626 3.3 16, 142 2.4

3 30F unelassified cases not included.
SovaCcE: Baresu of Registry and Vital Statisties. P. R. Depsriment of Health.
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TasLE 20.—Cases rates of the various communiceble diseases as
reporied to the Department of Health, 1946 compared with 1945
and 1941-45 gverage rate

w.:omx.«msgﬁovawﬁou_
o e |.“I|,
Diseast ) : !

_ 1946 : 145 ;  Average

! ; 194145

All Causes...........

Bitharzis. . 0.6
Chicken 17.8
Diphthe 3.3
Dysentery 4.3
Epidermic Hms_:nm:m ..... 8.4
Frysipelas .. 4.7
Filariasis. .. 1.6
QGonorrhes. . 316.7
Infantile te 8.3
Influenza R 304.6
Leprosy 0.5 6.5
Malaria 3.5 79L2
Measles. . e i3 60.9
Mumps. 0.6 8.8
Ophthalmia neonutorum? 0.2 8.2
Pellagra,............ . 6.0 8.3
Poliomyelitis. . L. 05 i3
Puerperal fevers. . ... 16 4.5
mnwﬂwmn fever......... 605 8.1
el e 419.1 548. 5
................ 5.3 0
fpadmonnryy. .. ... ... .. ... 278 4 3.7
Tubercuiosis (other form 3.2 4.6
gwém «%ucﬁ. ......... 5. ﬁw

Typhus (Murins 3:# g, 3
Undulant fever........ . .. ...... 9.3 6.2
Weil’s disease. ...... . ... ... 4.5 4.2
Whooping cough . 60,2 5.8
YBWSeooniiii L 8.05 8.1

t Except as noted.

7 Rates per 1,000 live hirths.

3 Rates per Hccoo total hirths, )
SBource:- P, R. Uavmﬂnnﬁzﬁ of Health, Bureau of Epidemioiowy.

TaBLE 21.—Employees of the Insular Government under the juris-
diction of Civil Service Laws, fiscal years 1941-43 and 1946—47

i 3
. Classified cmployees

Fiseal yoiir I Pl
i H Per cent
. Number of total
14,626 52.1
16, 441 49.5
9. 660 50.5
9, 46 49.2
5,32 37.1
6,744 37.

! Excludes employees of all independent authorities and of the University of Puerto Rieo
not covered by the Civil Service Laws.
SovRrCE:- Puerto Rico Civil Serviee Commission,
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TaBrx 25—Classtfication plan edopted February 20, 1947 by the
Puerto Rico Civil Service Commission, with amendments as of

June 30, 19471

Number of classes
Oceupational groups and
series of classes Feb., 20, June 30,
1547 1947
0803 Clecics! and Administrative
BOIB GONeral. ..ot e e e, 12 13
006G Oflice %n&uEmnn ovmuunob & 10
0118 Administrative.. 13 14
0170 Accounting............. 1t 4
0216 Statistics and Research. 3 Il
025¢ Personmel.............., 8 2
6280 Labor Relations.. - 10 4
0310 Supply ... ... ... .. s 6 ]
0330 Informational.............. 12 17
0440 Revenue............. . g 4
0476 Property Appraisal 8 9
8519 Miscellanests. ... ... i 6 10
ot . i e . 115 138
3006 Health
1010 Rursing and Alled. ... .. i i 30 32
B O o S DR 35 35
1410 Laboratory.. PR 19 il
1470 Therapy........ [T 4 4
1400 SRIAtION. L. it 0 i
89 92
25 28
5 8
& 6
37 40
14 13
8 8
3180 Specinl TeachiBZ.euusrerorns 2 2
3200 District Supervisory Group.. ¢ 13
3230 Btafl Specinlized Group..... 11 13
3280 Vocational Rehabili . [ 8
T N £7 35
4000 Custodinl and Food Berviee
4010 Custodial. ... .. i iiiiiiiiiiaan i tacaa e 3 3
4080 Latndry. ..o ..ottt e iia e nanaaann 8 ?
4080 FoOd BervioB. ... iiieiiiitiiiaaieire et vanatastceeartntanacanaenen 13 13
Total. it e e ra e H x
500G Trades and Laber
BOUG LBDOT. «iee s vt et ivt e e ieaaaraeaeranaas 8 B8
5650 Equipment o) tions . et amtdamim et eeeiananaaaian 3 5
5100 Building Trages.............. 7 17
5200 Mechanical .menﬁ . 8 18
$330 Printing gwu i A
5420 Other .demg i3 13
3830 Photography.. 4 4
5570 Utilities. . 18 )23
§700 Cormmunieations. ... .. ... .0 I 8 8
S760 IngDection .. ... ... . it & 5
Total. .o e i e 115 1i7

5]

UEY
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Tasre 27.—Motor vehicles ﬂm@m&@ﬂ&, fiscal years 194344 to
194647, Puerto Rico

Number of vehicles
Class of vehicle
194647 194546 194445 194344

Passenger cars
Private......voeniin 16, 534 12,812 11,562 11,472
Public servics.......... 5,091 4, 646 3,771 3,862
Insured public service.... 2,222 1,382 | 1,856 2,047
Comumercial {(Jight trucks) 6,233 4,695 3,841 3,692

Heavy trucks
Private. ........coennn.. 5. 548 3,678 2,838 3, 117
Public serviee....... 2,937 2,712 2,308 2,21
Trailers snd semi-trailer 09 501 389 63
Tractors. ... ........... 00 497 208 129
Motorcycles. . P 838 473 278 217
Insular Government vehicles. .................... .. 900 2 702 608
- Mumicipal Govermanent vebicles.................... 434 S 20 22
L U 42,367 32, 586 28,233 27. 648

Source: P. R. Department of the Interior.

TaBLE 28.—Number and tonnage of wvessels that arrived af the
several ports of Puerto Rico, 194344 1o 194647

184647 194546 194445 14344

Flag and kind of
vessel Num- | Gross | Num-| Gross | Num-| Gross | Num-}i Oross
her tonnage | ber tonnasge | ber tounage | ber tonange

American
Bteamers..............| 1,233 (6,526,083 919 |4, 691, 278 575 12, 409, 862 2,375,628
Other vessels......... 682 16, 762 287 11,813 322 35,605 4,667

Total American...| 1,935 |6,542,855 | 1,206 j4, 703,081 887 {2, 445,467 611 | 2,386,195

BE

Foreign

Stegmers. ... ... ...l 510 | 658,438 8321 382724 175 | 466,798 542 545,911
Other vessels . 142 16,484 488 56, 740 51 101,152 7 32,044
Total Forelgn.. .. 652 | 608,422 TIL | 439, 46¢ 750 | 567,548 7 577, 955

QGRAND TOZAL........| 2,587 {7,212, 277 | 3,827 15,142,555 | 1,647 [3,013,415 { 1,410 | 2,958,150

Sovuzrce: P, R. Department of the Interlor.
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Tasrx 31—Number of claims registered, State Insurance Fund,
policy years 194344 to 194647, as of June 30, 1947

Type of claim 194344 134445 194546 106847
P N
Compensated claims
Tamporary total disabiHty........................ 22,734 21, 844 28,084 25,813
Permansut partial......... 3,039 2,880 3,808 2,177
Permanent total. ... ‘e 5 I _— _—
- < RO 33 o a2 41
Total ... 25,829 24, 589 31,932 28,081
Maodical only
i Continned working..... 7,199 - 881 8, 340 9,03
‘Waiting period...... 5,084 5,038 514 &, 087
Abandoned ireatmer: 2,883 3,18 3, 400 2,925
Clakms denled. ... ... 2,643 2,467 3,166 2, 496
Non-compensable claims.. 38 314 358 25
Filed........ocoviniiieinan 9 15 -] 8
b ¥+ SO 18, 168 19,451 21,608 18,738
Noniusared smPlOYees. .. ....ooveoriiiir i 30 136 42 &3
Unelassified open &lalms.. ooviiiinaiaviann i 3 34 122 8, 515
GRAND TOTAL. .o vviviniininniinnninnns 44,248 4, 2% 33, 904 58,397

Sourcu:- P. R, State Insaranes Fund.
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TaBLE 33.—Insurance losses’ in Puerto Rico, by type, calendar
year 1946 compered with 1945

(AR figures in dollars)

1948 1843
Type of fasurance
Loges Losses Losses T.osses
patd Incurred paid inowrred

Life IRSULBO00. .. ... ..veurirarintaiiaaiaiaiis 715,876 707,888 830, 013 714, 658
Casualty and miscellaneous risks .. ............... 520, 237 700, 294 442, 234 441, 960
Antemobile... ... ... i 430,041 b 334, 313 *
mwﬁmm@bm WWW»&WB#W ...... g ;and coliistor 13,814 2 10,734 2

'ubic Ha property e and coifisien,
otber than sutomobile o] 46,308 st 67813 2
Fidelity and surety..... 34,670 3 21,202 2
Other. .. ..ooiciiiainn. 3,885 3 8,082 2
2 5 < T 368, 63¢ 283, 687 345,997 465, 619
HUrrieane, . ... it e aanaara et 1,238 381 B, 961 29,216
EATNGURKE . 2 ..o veeenairneenaeinarneaaassaranannns e8] 18,810 3 ¢
Marine risKs. ... .ooiiiiiiiciiiiiaiainaaia e 257, 596 262,171 349, 161 334, 150
Automobdile fire, property damage and collision.... 50, 061 41,874 24, 700 25,442

.1 The differsnce between losses pald and incurred is dne to losses outstanding from previous years
which were pald out in these two years respectively. Losses incurred are sctusl Josses within the

respective year, but some claims are held ding
* Mot avallable. pe

tigation in court.

2 Including ocean marine, war, inland navigation, and itransportation risks.
Source: Office of the SBuperintandent of Insurance of Puerte Rico.
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TABLE 35.—Juvensle delinguency: Total number of offenders, con-
victed, acquitied, and pending irial or invesligation, fiscal
years 194142 to 194647

Pending
trial or
¥ mwcgm o red. " investi-
ear offenders onvict Acquitted gation
- charged at end of
year
1,020 253 208 480
1,623 148 324 1,150
1,405 122 188 1,185
38 56 09 154
27 3t 114 128
437 37 39 361

moawnu“, P. R. Insular PoHce.

TaBLE 36—Persons killed and injured by motor vehicles and other
types of accidenis, Puerto Rico, fiscal years 1941-42 to 194647

Type of gw»m« 154847 1548 1944-45 194344 194243 154142

Motor vehics

Number of secidents.. . 16,183 7,852 4,868 4,053 4,004 7, 649

Persoms killed.......... a5 184 157 137 184 215

Persons injured........ 8,159 4,915 3,120 2,588 2,738 4,570
Other of accidents

Number of sceidents... 62 817 731 722 574 554

Porsons killed.......... 72 184 212 154 vz 21

Persons injured........ 882 665 671 551 455 374
41 o

ber of accidents... 11,145 8,469 5,629 4,775 4,578 8,103
Persons killed.......... 487 348 M8 201 407 448
Persons Injured. ....... 7,041 5,580 3,800 3,138 3,044 4,544

Sovzrce: P. R. Insalar Police.

oozt o GOTUGlE
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Tasrs 40.-—Police services rendered by the Insular Police to other
government agencies, fiscal years 194546 and 1946—47

b,«%«wmm namber of
cemen assigned
Qovernment agenciss (Insulsr, pe per day
Muuslcipal, and Foderal}

194647 1945-46
Department of Justice................... et 49,10 46.06
Department of Labor. .. . 7.08 5. 06
Department of Health. . 3.87 5.08
Department of Interior.. L.20 20
Department of Finance...... 13 .82
Office of Price Administration. 2.48 b <3
State Fand................... 218 L65
U. 8. Belective Bervioe. . Lg2 216
- American Red Cross.... .37 .5l
Fodustrial Commission. . 1.46 .51
Federal Govermment. ... 105 .16
Qeneral mqummm Administration. . .. I O S
Maunieipal Government. . .. ... ... ... ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia s W08 el
Federal Burean of Investiaghion, . ... .c..iciciiiiiiaiiniaisinraiesiiniicicod]  svaeaans .88
I 1 P 7119 65, 2¢

Source: P. R. Insular Police.

TasrE 41.—Diwworce cases disposed of by the District Couris of
Puerto Rico, by mejor causes, fiscal years 194243 fo 1546-47

Cause 1942-43 194344 194445 194548 194647

POTAL. .o icininrciiainninns 2,349 3,001 3, 574 3,867 3, 862

Disposed or in favor of
Hasband. ........ccoiiiiiin i 1,187 1,409 1,525 L7965 1,821
WHe. . i i e 1,182 1,682 2,049 2,072 2,042
Abandonment............. 1,248 1,276 1,32 1,520 1,476
Separation........ s 748 1,354 1,708 1,573 1, 568
Crueliy or grave injury. 348 404 461 626 681
Adualtery............. .. 35 49 %5 138 120
Convyiction of felony........ccoooivnaoa.. 3 3 8 3 1
Habitual drupkenness.. ................ 4 5 1 1 2
Insanity.. ..o ¢ 3 i ¢ I

Source:~ P, R. Department of Justice.
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Tapre 44.—Slatement of investment at per value, Development Bank
of Pueric Rico, as of June 30, 1945, 1946 and 1947

{Figures in dollars)

. June 36, June 38, Jone 30,
Deseription 1945 1948 1947

U. 8, Government securities. ...................oiiiiiiiiiiiann, 17, 850,000 § 21,450,000 | 25, 790, 000
Poopla of P. R. BondS.........ccooviiiiiniiiainiiiiiainannans 2,008,000 ; 1,944,000 160, 000
Maunicipal Government securities 717,000 i 1,157,748 1,602,206 .
Capital of Puerto Rieo bonds. .. ....................n i eeeas, 26, 600 26, 060 50, 000
Insular Government authorities, agencles, ete.. ... ............ 4,500,006 | 2,015,000 4, 675, 000

Total. ..o e e e 25,199,000 | 26,582,748 { 32,277,208

Sovzce: Development Bank of Puerto Rico.

TaBLE 45.—Comparaiive analysis of loan porifolio, Development Bank
of Puerto Rico, as of June 30, 1945, 1946 and 1947

June 30, 1845 Tune 39, 1946 June 30, 1947
Denominstion Outstan- Ouistan- OQutstan-
ding ding ding
Nuraber | prinecipal Number | principal {| Number | principal
(Daollar} {Dollar) (Dotllar)
5 2,988 10 5, 538 21 13, 605
4 7. 740 53 41, 500 133 241,878
1 10, 000 5 47,359 29 2,148,975
2 23,010 11 180, 548 17 260, 483
........................ 3 162, 106 4 438, 361
........................ 5 373,725 12 737,050
............................................... 4 1,078,000
1 893, 588 1 760, 722 2 1,280,343
13 38, 526 m B 1, 500, 496 492 6, 248, 495

Bovecx: Development Bank of Puerto Rico.

Tasre 46.—Production and sales, Puerto Rico Cement Corporation ”,
by months, fiscal year 1946—47

) Sales
Month Production]

] Quantity Value

Bit2 B2 Dellar
72,652 72,083 164, 380
72 548 69, 867 164, 138
5,011 43,257 24, 085
55,148 58, 505 127,178
85, 900 69,498 162, 142
78, 668 04,937 7, 537
78, 778 74,577 231, 880
1,807 72, 281 234,927
80, 636 87, 511 133,156

1 Bubsidiary of the P. R. Indusirisl Development Company.
2 Barrel of 376 pounds.
Bourck: P. R. Industrial Development Company.

- Google
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TasLe 49.—Sales of electric energy, P. R. Water Resources Authority,
fiscal yeay 1946-47 compored with 194546

194647 134546
Clasy of service

Sales Revenne Sales Revenus

{Th. kwh.)j {Dollars} | (Th. kwh.} {DoHars)
73,864.0 § 2 660,302 86,1680.3 2,135,731
38,508.8 1 1,581,442 32,817.9 1,206, 538
33,801. 4 922, 493 29,402.6 742, 748
105,662.8 § 1,560,468 | 105207.8 1,368,196
4,276.5 134, 494 4,102 8 115,851
7,028.5 86,374 3,706.8 41,118
Irrigstion District South Coss . 27,826, 7 287, 508 13,444.2 132,621
Street raflway................. . 238.7 1,857 022.6 8, 460
Interdeparimental . ... ... .. . i 4,562 6 41, 520 2,939.8 14,608
Total, P. R. W. R.A.................. 206,661.8 § 7,285,346 | 258,594. 09 5, 784,058

Sourcx: P. R. Wsater Resources Authority.

TasLe 50.—Sales of electric energy by the Irrigation District South
Coast, fiscal year 194647 compared with 194546

194637 194546
Class of service

Sales Revenue Sales Revanue

(Th. kwh.)| (Deilars) | (Th. kwh.}} (Daollars)
Residential . ... ... 0. it i aeas 4,051.2 162, 346 3,077.8 113,078
Commuereial. ... e 2,477 79,884 I, 516.1 51, 504
Betall POWRL. ..o it it ver e ieirraterae s 15,289.3 392, 765 15,3743 311,459
‘Wholesale power....... e 5178.8 93, 835 4,840.0 1,767
Public Hghting.. 400.9 17,422 404.8 14,083
Interdepartmental ... .............................. 1, m% 4 14,062 — —
OBEr.oei e s — 7515 11,895
TOTAL, LD.SCo Lo 33,283.6 670,364 26,873.8 573,908

Sorrex:- P, R, Water Resource Autharity.

TaBLE 51.—Power generated and purchased by the Integrated System
of the P. R. Wafer Resources Authorily, 1946—47 and 194546

. |
Souree of power ‘ 184647 1834546

Nog. Ars. No. hrs.
Power penerated
Generated by P. R. Water Resources Authority

mm%mwo .................................................................... 112,391,650 | 147,030, 526
F 7 <1 S DU 258, 530,780 | 133,337,330
Totel, P. R. Water Resourees Authority. .. .................... 370, 822, 430 | 280, 567, 850
Generated by Irrigation Distriet South Coast

Hydro. ..o 13,773,006 | 18,777,520
‘Total genersted, Integrated System....... B 384, 695, 520 1 299,345, 770

Pawer purchased
From: Isabela Irrigation Services............coieeiiiuiiiiniinsianin e, 2, 343, 400 4, 663, 600
From other SOUICeS. ... .iutetriaanietn i iiinia e e e et ceee e w ﬂu 435 | 38,917,365
Total purchssed.. .. ... e 8,018,835 | 43,580,965
‘Total power generated and purchased............... e 390, 714, 355 | 342, 926, 735

Bovmcz: P. R. Wster Resources Authority.

By mewwm
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Tapte 54.—Consumers’ price indexes® .Puerto Rico, by months,
fiscal years 194546 and 194647

{(March 15, 1941==100}

House
Month and year All Food Clething Rent? {urnish- Miscel-
items ings laneous
145.6 155.2 4.4 ¢ . Ll 1481 36,7
148.5 160.8 1442 .. ... 1451 138.8
147.5 1.1 144. 4 104. 8 144,89 138.3
147.8 1588 4.3 ... 145.2 138.2
148. 4 1611 144.3 1. i45.3 3588
148.8 1687 4.8 104.7 145.3 135.8
148.8 162.2 b2 - N I PO 145.8 1352
148.3 163. 5 4.7 Lo 145.7 134.4
149.8 164.2 1449 1047 145, 7 3.7
150.7 165.7 MEO ...l 145.8 135.2
1519 166.4 BT % 1 SO 148.1 1348
152.0 187.5 471 1048 146.3 135.6
1946-47
154.9 1920 EX: 1 N 148.2 136.1
1528} 6 P X I RPN 147.9 ¥z
158.8 180.1 149.7 i % 147.3 138.0
183.5 187.2 s 147.8 i38. 6
178.7 7.2 B 2:< R 2 148.2 130.4
186.0 287 156.9 104.0 180.9 48,5
182.5 2173 W2 151.6 47.1
181.8 215.9 158.5 |. - 151.3 48.9
181.6 2i5. 4 188.3 4.3 150.5 147.1
182.3 28,9 WL 1489 147.6
178.0 200. 4 1% 3 4.9 71
177.1 27.9 165. 9 i %] 1441 146. 8

t Consumars’ price indexes sre based on retall prices gathered every mid-month in gx municipa-
Bties representing the various mmoﬁ.u%ﬁc regions of the Island. The indox Swwmmwuwu changes in re-
tail prices of selected goods, rent and services, weaighted by guantities bought by families of wage ear-
Bers in the six munleipalities in March 1941,

t Rents are surveyed gquarterly.

* End of War.

+End OP A

SovncE: “Consumers’ Price Index for Wags Earners’ Families in Puerto Rico”™ Buresu of Laber
Statisties, P. R. Department of Labor. Monthiy, Mimeoy
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TaTLE H6.—General index of the wholesale prices’ of foodstuffs in
Puerte Rico, by months, fiscal year 1943—44 to 194647

(1935-30=160)
- . -
Month w 194344 1934445 * 194546 H 193647

e . = |
YN e e 161. 4 Bt ] 161.8 | 185.3
Angust, ... 6L ¢ 2.0 167.0 9%, 4
September. .. 162. 4 16L8 160.3 191. 9
QOctoher. . . Wi 5 161§ 183.8 2228
November..... . . . . 863 180, 9 17L8 218
December ... ...l 0.2 1610 1718 .8
BE:Se1: 500 o SO 160.2 LS 1720 % 2414
Febroary...... 1508 1614 175. 4 235.5
Mareh......... .. 16805 LY 1737 .7
April......o. . .. 1588 LT 178.1 Z_T
May.......... . 180. 6 162.0 1707 3 2261
JANE. i 6528 822 1880 0.5
Average for year.. ... ................... W 18687 8L 7 1716 6.4

1 Prices eollected from wholesalers on the i5th and 30th day of eack month and weighted. In-
dexes shown here are for the 15th of each month, but both indexes were used to compute the avera-
ge for the year. Foodstaffs inciuded are: rice, beans, codflsh, lard, pork fat, ham, potatoes. evapo-
rated milk, sugsr, coffee, whest flour, and corn m2il.

Source: “Index Numbers of the Wholesale Pricesof Foodstus in Puerte Rieo”, P. R. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Commerce, Bull I, 1942 and supplements,

TasLe 57.—Employment estimates,® Puerio Rico, by months,
fiscal year 194647

{Figures in thousands)

i 3

Description Tuly Aug. | Sept. Oct. M Nov. w Dec.
Civilian pepulstion 14 yrs and over.. .. 1,285 | 1,287 %289 1. 288 1292 1,205
Total tabor foree. ... ..oo..o....n., £38 648 679 589 650 695
Employed. .. ................. 572 % 566 585 2143 568 607
n agrieuliure. ... . 220 211 223 paced 227 20
In other industries......... 352 355 37t 38 371 3387
Unemployed or seeking work... 84 82 B4 89 2 88
Qurside lubor feree........... . ... 627 | 839 6io & 602 500

Jam. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June
Civilisn pepulation 14 yrs. sod over. ... 1,208 1,309 1302 1,304 1,368 1,308
Totul labor foree. ... ............. 683 648 w2 706 688 -1
HEEO%E-.. ..................... 582 624 642 835 628 51
In agrienltore. ... .. . 208 236 249 52 243 i3
In other imdustries......... 373 388 383 387 385 371
Unemployed or secking work... 101 74 68 [H [} 65
Cutside labor foree..........oooou. 615 682 806 504 618 524

! Data obtained through personal interviews on the weck neerest or including the 15th of each
month in §,000 households in 37 municipalities selected to represent the entire Island.
: Wm%mnmu “Survey of Upemnployment and Illness”, Bureau of Labor Statisties, P. B. Department
o ABIT.
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TaBLE 60.——Decrees issued by the Minimum Wage Board up fo
June 30, 1947, number of workers covered and probable increase
on the annucl poyroll of the tadusiry and on the workers”
yearly income

Probable incresse
caused by the decree
* Workers
Tecree covered On the
namber Industry, serviee or business. by the annual On the
. decree payroll workers”
af the yearly
industry ineome
Nuadher Poliar Dollar
Lo........jLeaftobueen. ... ...... i 15,060 770, 800 4
3 Cane sugar. .. PO 144.000 | 3,608, 600 25
Industriad plase, .. e 19, (640 448,606 24
Agricuitural phase. ... ... . IS . 125,000 { 3. 162,000 25
Tigspitals, clinies and sanatorivms.. ... ... . 3, 000 300, 000 100
amd soft drinks 700 9, 806 28
6, 306 700, 000 17
4 s wwl movi R 40, 800 S50
Re trade .. uLOB0 ¢ L D00 |
Boxeries anl a 3. 500 200, 00 153
.1 Dairying..... 7000 00, B0} 85
..{ Construaetion 5000 1 8,000,000 | - 189
..§ Transportstior 13,000 | 2,785,000 212
Iaundries. . .. .. 2, 000 130 D00 B85
Total L e 253,000 | 18, 693, 000 74

Sovrce: Minimum Waze Bogrd of Puerto Rieo,

TanLe 8l.—dnnual budget for a minimum adeguate standard of
living of a worker’s family of siz members,
Puerto Rico, 1941 and 1947

Annual budget as of:

Item
December June
184} 1947
Deilar Dotlar

L1747

Personal care. ... ...
‘Fransportation. . ...
Amusements

Edueatfons, .. 01000 o ;- 5.9
Other... 518 LE
Total 1, 264,18 1,874, 64

1L Source: Minimum Waze Board of Pto. Rico. Prepared from *Standards of Minimum Degent
.H.aibm Requirements for Puerto Rico—Division of Public Weifure, P. R. Department of Health, 19427

he annual budget proposed in that pubdlication for June 1942 was adjusted to the cost of living in
dexes prevailing in December 1941 and June 1947.
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