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NOTES ON PUERTO RICO AND PUERTO RICAN TROOPS.

SECTION I GENERAL CONSIDERATION.

SECTION II PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERIZATION OF PUERTO RIC
SELECTEES.
SECTION III HANDLING AVD IEADING OF PUERTO RICAN TROOPS.

SECTION I.

ﬂ-ﬁ.o is a lementable ignorance on the part of most continentals about Puer-
to Rico. Its political status, social customs, social background, economy and
even the currency in use are known to few who have not visited the island.

Puerte Rico had had four hundred years of rather eventful history before
the emerican ocupation in 1898, During that pericd the island was frequently
attacked by the British, Frenech and Duteh., A numbers of landing were effected,
though the attackers never completed a conguest.

It ie obvious, therefors, that a society which had developed through four
hundred yeers relatively unaffected by an Europesn influence except that of
Spain should have presented, on the smerican ocupation of definite and display
ingrained way of life. That the language of the people is sti1ll Spanish, and
that their customs are eargely embradded in the past is natural enough when the
forty-five years of Continental pertieipation in the life of the island is cons-
tracted with four hundred years of indigenous development,

The continentals of 2898 found some 700,000 people in Puerto Rico. Above
racial background was a mixture of Spanish, Indians, Negro, and sprinkling of
Chineese. The pure spanish element was but a handful, Teoday the population
approaches 2,000,000, but the racial background has nok changed.

‘The Jones Act of 1917 granted United States citizenship to all Puerte

‘Ricans, who chose to accept it,) All but & very few did,) With this event the

terms "Continental and Insular came in use to distinguish eitizens of the main-
land from those of the island., The term "imerican" is in wide use among
the less educated, however in speaking of continentals and continentals are prove
to call resident of the island "Puerto Rican”.

The economy of the Island is primarily agricultural and is based on sugar,
coffee and tobaceo. It cen not feed itself and imports great guantities of rice,
beans and fish, As this diet, plus a number of starchy vegetable, is generations
old, it has quite obviously, the virtues of an adquired tasts and should be so
regarded in preparing menu of Puerto Rican troops.

The Puerto Rican, accustomed to a tropical enviromment, will not show typi-
cal Continental set. He iz not us to fast force and may prefer to delay action
until tomorrow. A leisurely attitude is not, however, to be confused with lack
of ability.

The patriotic enthusiasm of the average Puerto Rican is as complete as that
of his continental brothes in arms. This is very gratifying in view of the vary
temptation for disaffection that exist in Puerto Rico itself; low living standard,
the mystic promises of comuniesm, the urge of independence, end the cultubal tide
with Spain. No groups of our people respond more seriously to the call to arms :
then did the Puerto Ricans, proud impetous and velatile, they were, and are,
eager for action on apy active fromt. These troops will respond in a gratifying
manner to a leadership which is symphatetiec to the understanding of the 400 to 45
years ratio in the life of Puerto Ricans.

Energic steps have being taken in the Puerto Rican Sector to emcourage the
use of English and the higher great NCO are required to able to speack and under=-
stand it. It is considered that all efforts made along this line will take good
dividends. Similarly, i% is highly advantages for Commanding Officars to have
some knowledge of Spanish. Such knowledge will be particularly helpful in meking
training inspections and in handling disciplinary problems and is beneficial in
maintaining good morale in the Puerto Rican troops.

The Puerto Rican civilians standars of sanitation and cleanliness are infe~

| plor to those in the states. However the Puerto Rican soldiers at the complete-
| ¢ion of their basic training have been inductrinated with the Army standards and
" are quite willing to comply with them at least while within Military Areas.
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